1274

Clause 6-—Assessments;

Hon. G. W. MILES: Is not this clause
in conflict with Sub-section ¢ of Section 6
of the Dividend Duties Act? In view of
the provisions of that sub-seetion, 1 sghounld
like an explanation from the Chief Secre-
tary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
the information for you.

I will get

Progress reported.

House adjonrned at 9.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

BILL—CREMATION ACT AMENDMENT,

Introduced by Mr. Hawke and read a first
time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lientenant-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Western Australian Aged Sailors and Sol-
diers’ Relief Fund Aet Amendment Bill,
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BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Gold Mining Profits Tax.

2, Dried Fruits Act Continuance.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 8th November.

HON, C, G, LATHAM (York) [4.33]:
This is the usual Bill, following general cus-
tom, but I notice the wording bas been al-
tered and I understand it is simply to bring
the Bill under the operations of the Consoli-
dated Land Act. 1 have read the Bill through
very earefully and I sec there is no alteration
at all in the tax rate, for which T suppose we
should be truly thankful, The Government
have not inereased the tax, but with the
money they have in addition to what they
had last year, I do not suppose there is
any need for increase. Still, if seems to me
we are going on and building up the defieit,
without anything to assist us in providing
for the future except our primary indus-
tries.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—FARMERS’ DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [4.37] in moving
tha second reading said: The original Act
was passed in 1931 and the first season in
which the farmers’ affairs were administered
under the Act was that of 1931-32. 1In that
and succeeding years arrangemenis were
made to carry on the 1919 farmers. Of the
stay orders applied for, 170 lapsed, while 310
farmers applied for stay orders but had un-
smecessful meetings, Of those whase stay
orders lapsed, 33 farmers were able to make
their own arrangements, 35 did not desire
to carry on, and the balance were unable to
obtain finance. Total crops under the Act
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proper have heen, wheat 831,127 aeres, other
erops 51,176 acres. Under Section 13D of
the Act, whereby farmers were able to carry
on under bills of sale, the area cropped was
198,840 aeres. In all, 376 farmers carried
ot under that section. The total advances
in eash or kind under the Aet amounted to
£825,569, and the total advances under See-
iion B were £198,333. Repayments of ad-
vanees and credit, exclusive of this current
season, total £580,733. The total disiribution
to interest, hire purchase machinery, rent,
rafes, ete.—also exclusive of the current
season~—anamounted to £112,456. Considering
the position the industry has been in during
the last four years, the response ol creditors
to the =pirit of the Aet, I think, ngy be re-
garded as satisfactory. The previous amend-
ments to the Act, which was re-enacted from
vear fto wvear, did nof cffect any drastic
changes.  They were chiefly nachinery
clauses eonsidered advisahble for the smoother
working of the Act. But the amendments
in the Bill before the House go farther into
the matter of adjustment of debis, as dis-
tinct from proposals mevely for the purpose
of putiing in and taking off a crop, thus
justifying to greater extent the Title of the
Act. The Bill is to implement certain
recomtnendations by the recent Roval Com-
mission and is a logical sequence io those
sections of the Agrienltural Bank Bill, now
before Parliament, which authorize the ad-
Justment of debis due to the Bank; in that
this Bill provides for the consideration of
proposals to write down, suspend or other-
wizse adjust the debis of farmers to credifors
pther than the Agricultural Bank, with the
consent of 80 per cent. of the eredifors in
value, so long as the first mortgagee is one
of the consenting ereditors. Last year 1
promized that the whole question of farmers’
debts would he reviewed in the lieht of the
Royal Commission’s recornmendations. The
House is well aware that during the last
four years prives have been low; but hap-
pily the seasons have heen fairly normal,
except this year. This year not only are the
values still low, bul the season indicates a
reduced harvest owing to the reduced aere-
age under crop and to the effecis of rust and
weeds and the absence of laie rains. Some
portions of the State are not so seriously
affected a5 arve others; in fact in some parts
the yield will be more satisfactery than it
was Jast vear, as for instance, along the
Great Southern and in the Lake Grace and
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Gnowangerup distriets. The recent rains
have done more good than harm in places
like Esperance, where, although we have had
reports of damage by bail, the rain has
really done good and the wheat will fill out
the better for it. Hawever, if the position
was serious in 1931, it may be said that it
will be siill more serions in 1935, There-
fore it is advisable that ereditors should take
stock of the position, with a view to giving
temporary or permanent relief aecording
to the eapaeity of the farmer to pay. The

Bill proposes that definite full informa-
tion shonld be placed before creditors
for examination and deeision. Of course

it will be appavent to all that a break-
down in the industry must be avoided.
It does not force them to a deeision, but
invites then to make one. Omece a decision
is arrived at, it becomes an accomplished
fact. This praectical recognition of the
farmers’ difficnlties is neeessary to give
them somec encouragement to continue pro-
duetion, upon which so muoch of the wel-
fare of the conntry depends. Claimants for
the wheat bounty last year numbered 11,473,
of whom 5,670 were Agricultural Bank
clients, and 5,803 were clients of Assoei-
ated Banks and other institutions. I should
say that the Associated Banks have about
as many farmer elients as has the Agricul-
tural Bank.

Mr. Patrick: And they are ecarrying
about the same amount of mortgages, too.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: Yes.
Now ihat we are dealing with the Agricul-
tural Bank clients, i is fitting that we
should take up the matter of the clients of
the Associated Banks. The Royai Com-
mission appointed to inguire into the Agri-
enltural Bank estimated the farmers' debis
at £34,000,000. Tle amount may be a little
more or a little less. The estimate of the
Royal Ceommission which sat in 1931 was
approximately” £32,000,000, exclusive of
stock accounts, private mortgages, ond
traders other than country storekeepers, cte.
The aceumulation of interest since 1931
must bave been very heavy. Only in eom-
paratively few instanees have Agricultural
Bank clients been able to pay any interest,
and in all probability the same thing applies
to the clients of the Associated Banks.
Briefly, the purpose of the Bill iz as fol-
lows, It provides that farmers, whether
thev come under the Act or not, may apply
for a stay order, and may submit for con-
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sideration by their creditors a scheme of
writing down or suspension of their debis.
If the proposal is in any way impracticable,
the director may modify it, with the con-
sent of the farmer, in any way calculated
to render the scheme more acceptable to
the parties eoncerned. The commissioners
of the Agricultural Bank may request the
director to submit to other creditors con-
cerned a scheme of adjustment after the
commissioners have arrived at a decision,
conditional or otherwise, in respect of the
debts due to the Agrieultnral Bank. There
is no obligation on the part of the commis-
sioners to call in the direetor. If his ser-
vices are required and are available, they
can be made use of. If the scheme that is
submitted to the creditors is approved by a
majority of at least four-fifths of the credi-
tors in value, including the frst mortgagee,
the scheme shall be made effeciive. No
resolution affecting the security of any pre-
sent mortgage shall have any effect without
the eonsent of the first montgagee first being
obtained. The first mortgagee has done his
business on sound principles and presum-
ably he has proper seecurity [or his money.
The man who came ip later knew that le
was taking a risk. That was the position
with the second and third mortgagees.

Mr. Stubbhs: Tn New Zealand there are
seven or eight mortgages, I helieve.

The MINISTER FOR LANDE: T was
assured by the Minister for Lands in New
Zealand that some farms carry as many as
16 mortgages. Probably nowhere else in
the southern hemisphere are land values
such a curse as they are in New Zealand,
beeause properties have been sold too often
and bought too often. Although the rights
of the first mortgagee cannot be affected by
any scheme that is arrived at, without his
consent first being obtained, the ereditors
may, by resolution, debar him from having
any recourse against any of the unsecured
assets for the payment of the morigage
debt. At the meeting at which the resolu-
tion to which I have just referred is car-
ried, the first mortgagee wounld be repre-
sented. When the resolution is ecarried, the
other ereditors may insist that the mort-
gagee shall depend solely upon his security
for what he may get out of the estate, and
the unsecured assets will be removed alto-
gether from association with the first mort-
gage. The director will have power under
the Bill te adjourn any meeting if he con-
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siders that it is not fully representative of
the ereditors. It is provided that any reso-
Intion passed in aceordance with the Aet
shall be binding upon both the farmer and
his ereditors. Any aggrieved party will
have the right to appeal! to a judge of the
Supreme Court on the ground that the reso-
lution is manifestly unjust. If such appeal
is upheld, the judge may order that an-
other meeting of the farmer’s creditors shall
be held to be convened by the director. The
director is to be given power to make use
of the services of the staff of the Agrieul-
tural Bank, if that is necessary for the pre-
paration of information that he may re-
quire, or for the preparation of proposed
schemes of arrangement under the Act. If
a mortgage debt which is also secured by
guarantec he written down or suspended,
the liability of the guarantor shall be writ-
ten down or suspended proportionately. The
period of suspension of any liability shall
not be taken into account for the purpose
of any statute of limitation. The Aet in
its amended form will continue until 31st
Mareh, 1938, 3% years hence. This will
give the director and the people who come
under the Act the fullest opportunity to
arrange their affairs. I move— )

That the Bill he now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. P, Troy—Mt. Magnet) [£53] in moving
the second reading said: Last year the Land
Act was consolidated. I regret it is now
necessary to bring down an amendment to
that consolidation. I do not like amending
any legislation that has onee been consoli-
dated, because amendments sometimes con-
fuse people who have occasion to rely upon
the consolidated Act. Expericnee has shown
that a few amendments are necessary to
make good certain omissions from the Act.
One of these is to afford & measure of relief
to farmers whose conditional purchase leases
have expired, or will shortly expire, but
who, through present-day difficulties, are un-
able to pay off arrears of land rent to ob-
tain their Crown grants, and are thus pre-
vented from arranging any further finaneial
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assistance, which involves the registration
of documents at the Titles Office. Mortgages
are held up, and people cannot get finanec
beeause they cannot obtain a mortgage. It
has become necessary to rectify other weak-
nesses and omissions that were ri.vealed
when the principal Act came into operation.
These arose in some cases from the repeal
of the old Act with its many und invelved
amendments. Provision has for instance
been made for certain co-ordinating chan-
nels between the Titles Office and Lands
Department in respect to adjustments of
Crown leases registered under the Transfer
of Land Act, pursuant to action taken under
the Land Act. The matters chiefly concerned
are—The amplifieation of the powers of the
Minister for Lands as a body corporaie to
hold real and personal estate; the delegation
of eertain powers to officers Lo sign docu-
ments: the limitation of the area of leases;
and the provision of statutory powers to
notify or direct the Registrar of Titles to
adjust Crown leases. Wy the Bill we take
poewer to reduce the price of land, and to
refer the payment of rent and extend the
terms of existing C.P, leases. Power is
given to resurreet expired leases, and give
an extension of term to pay off the balance
of the purchase money, and also to allow of
the registration of further dealings in such
leaser. Until surh power is given expired
leases ean only be regarded as dead leases.
It iz intended to alter the term ol oceupa-
tion certificates of homestead farms From ten
years up to 25-3¢ years, o coincide with the
terms of C.P. leases forming part of the
surveyed location, and we also provide for
the removal of protection against seizure or
bankruptey proceedings in respect of home-
steads after the first seven years. At present
proecedings in bankruptey cannot be taken

against the homestead location. It bap-
pens that people have taken up such
locations or holdings, and abandoned
them and their other leases as weli

A homestead farm is not given to a
person to assist him in defeating his ¢redi-
tors, It 15 2 concession given to a man who
tnkes up land. When a man gets into trouble
finaneially he may, a= things are to-day, hold
up his homestead farm against lis ereditors,
which was something that was never in-
tended by Pavliamenf. The Bill will confer
the right on aboriginal natives to enter upon
any enelosed, or unenclosed but not other-
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wise improved, parts of a pastoral lease, to
seek sustenance in their accustomed manner,

Hon, C. . Latham: That will not apply
to the agriculiural areas.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, only
to pastoral arveas.

Haon, C. G. Latham: They are not pre-
vented from doing that to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
have been stopped.

Hon., C. (i, Latham:
of it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The mat-
ter would not have been brought up but for
some good veason. The Lands Department
ware informed by the Aborigines Depart-
ment that natives had heen stopped, and
asked for legislation to provide against it.

They

I have never heard

The Minister for Justice: They may want
to shoot birds on some pastoral leases.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
have no right to possess guns.

The Minister for Justice: Some of them
do.

The MINISTER I'OR LANDS: The Bill
contains also provision for the registration
at the Titles Office of transfers of portions
of pastoral leases, after approval thereof
by the Minister for Lands. There is power
to reduce the price of land in existing leases
oh repurchased estates. The present pewer
applies only to unselected land. We pro-
pose io fake power to reduce the rents on
repurchased esiates if necessary. Our ex-
perience of these esiates has not been al-
together a happy one. Some of the cstates
purchased during the war were found 1o
be very unproductive. They were probably
good estates for the sellers, but they turned
out to be very bad for the buyers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They would have
been all right if bought by people who had
money, bui when they were bought by
people who had to borrow money to buy
them the position was unsatisfactory.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The sett-
lers on some of these estates have had a
hard siruggle. There is no reason for main-
taining high values when there is np basis
for them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The chairman of that
Commission offered the Government land
at a priee far in excess of its value, and the
offer was refused.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
not dealing with the Commission now,



1278

Hon, C, G, Latham: No; but 1 want you
to know that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The price
paid for the homestead DLlock on some of
the repurchased estates is impossible. We
know that. The homestead bloek contained
the improvements for the whole area. The
cost of the buildings, in particular, made
the purchase price impossible. Still, some
fine estates have been purchased. On the
other hand, some of the estates acquired
for repatriation purposes were sold by
people who were getting out. Those people
sold some very poor country indeed to the
Government. I am not complaining about
estates like Yandanooka and Inering. But
even the settlers on good estates are prac-
tieally not paying anything, because the
times have been against them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The trouble is that if
the Government capitalise the interest, the
annual payments beeome too heavy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Biil
gives power to deal with these estates.
Again, there is the Herdsman’s Lake area,
which has cost the State over £200,000 to
date.

Hon, C. . Latham: As bad as the man-
ganese railway.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is much
worse. The State got rails and sleepers from
the manganese railway, but has got nothing
from the Herdsman’s Lake area.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think only one
block of that area is unused now.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: I have
had an examination made, and the examin-
ation shows that the area is not by any
means what we believed it to be. There
will have to be reelassification and revalus-
tion at Herdsman’s Lake; otherwise we shall
get nowhere.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It grows good feed.
You should have a look at it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, it
grows good feed; but the land has cost the
State about £400 or £500 an acre.

Hon. €. G. Latham: It was sold at £70.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Herdsman’s Lake land was removed from
the Lands Purchase Act, which provides that
the whole cost must be charged againsi the
land, The Government are not getting any
results worth speaking about from Herds-
man’s Leke. That land was purchased and
drained for garden areas. In the spring
it grows some produce. However, it was

[ASSEMBLY.]

never intended for a grazing area. In the
ease of many other estates it is amazing
how small is the amount paid by the set-
tlers. The accumulations of interest are
now almost equal to the purchase price. One
estate eost £20,425. The amount still owing
is £17,456, and the amount of principal re-
paid is only £866. There also relief will
have to be given. Salt has taken possession
of a fairly large acreage on some parts of
the estate. I was there in March, and found
one settler in a serious position owing fo
salt. About one half his block bas gone
salty. It has, of course, been claimed that
he should not have cleared the land if it
wag salty. The salt on his block is ereep-
ing up, and his position is most unsafe. I
do not sec how it is possible for such men
to earry heavy burdens on reduced acre-
ages as the result of alkali accumulation.

Mr. Stubbs: The object of this Bill is to
give them relief ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
Pallinup Estate is 2 fine estate, and the set-
tlers there are doing well, The cost of the
estate is £44,774, and the amount that shounld
have been collected from the settlers is
£11,322, The amount actnally collected is
only £6,149.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is principal?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. In
interest £2%,289 has heen collected, leav-
ing £6,441 of arrcars. Some of the set-
tlers on the Pallinup Estate are doing well,
The people who occupy good estates must
not expect, under this legislation, that there
neglect to seize the opportunity to make
good is going to be of advantage to them.

Hon., C. G. Latham: You are going to
treat some of the settlers harshly, because
the mun who has worked: hard and reduced
his lability will not gef any benefit.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the inequality of life.

Hon, C. G, Latham: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In all
this legislation someone has to bear the bur-
den. The man who has done his job and
paid his way has to carry the burden. In
many communities the storekeeper is
nearly bankrupt hecanse he has not been
paid, and he is endeavouring to make those
who do pay, pay for those who do not pay.
On the Guranu Fstate the settlers have done
very well, and have tried to meef their pay-
ments. Tts purchase cost was £33,000. The
Government have written off £16434 from
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the Noombling FEstatc and in addition
to that, interest amounting to £6,503,
which was reeouped from the Common-
wealth, representing in all £22937. If
what I hear about the estate from bank
officials is correct, thesc settlers have not
had much of a chanece to smeeeed. I will
give members additional information when
the Rill is considered in Committee. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time,

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the 8th November;
Sleeman in the Chair.

M.

Public Utilities:

Vote—Railways, Tramways, Fervies, and
Electricity Supply, £2,760,000:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. £. Willeock—Geraldton) [5.16]:
I do not intend to have much to say in in-
trodueing these Estimates, hut I shall give
the Committee some particutars of what was
done during the last finaneial year and some
indication of what is proposed for the pre-
sent finaneial year. The cash receipts and
disbursements for the year ending 30th
June, 19335, are expected to he—

£
Ravenue 3,000,000
Expenditure 2,350,000
Net revenue . 650,000
[nterest payments 1,030,000
Anticipated deficit 380,000
-

Included in the expenditure is £100,000,
which will he provided onut of revemne to
pay for the rehabilitation seheme in con-
neetion with belated repairs. If members
analyse the position regarding belated re-
pairs, they will find that £120,000 was spent
under that heading during the last financial
vear, and it is expected that a similar
amount will be spent during the next 33
years. From now onwards, we will have
returned about £100,000 out of revenue, so
that actually the railways will be expending
between £20,000 and £25,000 only from
Loan Funds. It is expected that that money
will he recouped hy the department to
the Treasury the yenr after the belated
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repairs programme is finished. That meaas
to sav. it should be recouped in 4} years’
time. The actual vevenue received for the
last financial year was £2,884,531, so it will
be necessary to colleet an’ additional £115,406
during the eurrent year to reach the esti-
mated revenue of £3,000,000. Up to the end
of September, which concluded the first
quarter of fthe cwrrent financial year, the
vasl receipts amounted to £147,000 more
than for the corresponidng quarter of 1933-
34. Tt is, therefore, reasonable to suppose
that the estimated revenne of £3,000,000 will
he realised.  Since the original! estimate was
framed, the position regarding the wheat
harvest hag not quite come up to expecta-
tions. During a month or fwo we experi-
enced o light rainfall in the wheat aress, and
in the northern district the crops were con-
siderably affected by rust. Naturally that
will have an influence on harvest statisties,
and the prohability is that this year we will
not receive much more freight from wheat
than we did last year.

Mr. Doney: Not as much?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Last vear there was a considerable
quantity of carry-over.

Hon. G. G. Latham:
still earting the wheat.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think that they have just about flnished
doing so.

Hon. C. G Latham: There is a fair quan-
lity yet to be earted.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
noticed along the Wongan Hills line that
there was a considerable quantity of wheat
on hand.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
from lnst year's harvest.
it away now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. 1 made inquiries two or three weeks
ago and I was informed that there was not
mueh more to transport.

Hon. C. G. FLatham: Comparatively
speaking, I suppose that is the position.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. Spread over the current finan-
cial year, there will probably be at least as
much wheat carted as there was last year,
hecause the carry-over has been eonsider-
ahle. At Geraldton two or three boats were
loaded doring October. At nearly cvery sid-
ing there is a balance of wheat over from
last season.

But farmers nare

That was wheat
They are getting
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Mr. Hawke: Will that mean no carry-
over for next year?

The MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS:
We do not know what will happen. It all
depends on the market. If safisfactory
prices are available, the position will be im-
proved, but then there is the question
whether the wheat can be sold at all.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, that is the
main qguestion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
framing Estimates, many matters have to be
taken into comsideration, but the prineipal
question is whether bhe wlheat can be sold at
all. If it can be sold, the grain will be railed
to port and shipped to various parts of tha
world. If comparatively small sales are made,
necessarily much of the wheat will remain
in the country. Tt is certain that the harvest
will not be as satisfactory ns it was last
vear. - If marketing arrangements can be
enlered info for this year’s crop, the rail-
ways will be able, in view of the reduced
guantity of wheat available, to cope with
the traflic and, taking into consideration the
earry-over from the previous season, we
shall probably fransport more wheat than
we did last year. For 1933-34, the balanee,
after providing interest, amounted to
£280,586. The forecast for the eurrent
finaneial year is £100,000 more than for the
previons twelve months, which is mainly
accounted for by belated vepairs. The in-
terest for the ensuing 12 months amounts
to £1,030.000, an inerease of £22,000 com-
pared with the actual debit under that head-
ing for the last financinl year. Members are
intercsted in the trade of the eountry, whieh
is reflected in the earnings of the railways.
I have had fignres prepared to illustrate the
earings derived by the ratlways from various
commodities last year and disclosing the esti-
mated receipts from them during the eurrent
financial vear. For instance, wheat returned
to the department, £507,283 lasi year and
it is anticipated that the retnrns from wheat
this vear will amount to £620,000, Of
conrse, that figure will have to be modified
because the estimate was made two or three
monthy ago and harvest anticipations have
not been realised. Consequently there will
be less wheat to be hauled and that estimate
of revenue from wheat will have to be con-
siderably modifled. With regard to local
timber, the vevenue last vear was £207,423,
and the ectimate for the current finaneial
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year is £200,000. Fortunately for the State
generally, the timber industry continues to
expand, which means that a considerable
volume of additional work is provided for
timber bewers, and remunerative traffic is
provided for the railways and the ports
affected, That has a considerable effect npon
conditions generally throughout the State.
Some 12 or 18 months ago a large number
of the timber workers were employed for
two days 2 week only, but, owing to the in-
creased operafions in the timber indusiry,
the position has greatly improved. The
Government have contributed towards the
increased prosperity of the industry by
means of reduetions in railway freight. The
Forests Department contributed by allowing
a reduction in royalty charges and the Gov-
ernment, in ofher directions, furnished gen-
cral assistance to the industry. Certainly it
is in a muel more prosperons condition to-
day and the outlook is much brighter than
it was {wo vears ago. It is fortunate for
the State that it is so. It is fortunate, too,
for the timber industry, for it means so
much inereased employment. Mainly be-
cause of the two industries I have aiready
mentioned—mining and timber—the posi-

tion of the State has been much
easier than it would otherwise have
been. Thai has made a great difference

with regard to employment. On top of that,
there is the extra loan money that the Gov-
ernment have had at their disposal and, as
the Minister for Employment ean tell mem-
bers, the increased number of individnals
emploved in our secondary industries has
also made the pesition much better than it
wis fwo years ago. The prineipal sources
of earnings last year and the probable ve-
turns from them during the cnrrent year—
I have already referred to wheat and timber
—are as follows:—

Actual Estimated

carnings, reeeipts,

1933-34.  1934-35,

£ £

Wheat 507,283 620,000

Liocal timber 207,423 200,000

Local coal 114,249 115,000

Waool . 60,541 60,000
Passenger and pareels

traffie . 688,480 630,000

Livestock 122,031 120,000

Al other goods 1,048,286 1,040,000
Miscellaneous  and

rents 171,022 165,000

£2,919.315 £3,000,000
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Hon, . G. Latham: Did the figures re-
garding Collie coal show an increase on those
of the previous year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have not the figures for 1932-33, but I think
tke figures show a slight increase. Even so,
the position, as I will demonstrate later on,
will still further improve because & number
of the motor trucks employed in conveying
wool were licensed for a short time.

Hon. C. G. Latkam: That will not affect
your returns this year,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The licenses will not
expire until the end of the year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Some of the licenses were pgranted
exclusive of ibe transport of wool.
A considerable qnantity of wool has
been  bhrought down, and the results
from the operations of the Transport Board
will make the railway position mueh easier,
particularly if the elip remains about the
same es last year or even shows a slight
improvement,

Hon., P. D. Ferguson: There will be a
greater quantity of wool thig year.

Mr, Seward: There has been quite a con-
siderable increase in the weight of wool.

Mr. Mann: Yes, aboat 1 Ih. per sheep.

The MINIRTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nevertheless, we do not anticipate much
difference because of that fact. We know
there has been an inerease in the produc-
tive value per sheep throughout the whole
State, but the wool from ahout half the
sheep only is transportied over the raiiway
system. The other half of the sheep are
located in the North, or elsewhere, and the
wool is transported by boat.

Mr. Seward: About half the sheep in
the State are in the agrieultural areas.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and the wool from those sheep is trans-
poried over the railways, hut that system
is not affected by the wool from the re-
mainder of the sheep.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: Even so, the in-
crease represeats ahout 5,000,000 1bs.

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS:
Yes.

Hon. P, D, Ferguson: And there is Jess
cartage by road than previously.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That would make a difference of about 500
tons. The increase that members referred
to does not mean so many extra tons. From
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the table I have quoted, members will rea-
lise where the bulk of the railway freight
is derived. The bulk of it comes from the
haulage of wheat, timber, coal, and wool.
The returns from passenger and parcels
traffic reprezent about onc-fifth of the
earnings and livestock, other goods, miscel-
laneous and renis account for the balance.
The estimated expenditure for the railways
is approximately £200,000 more than the ac-
tual expenditure for 1933-34¢. Of this
£100,000 iz a recoup to the Treasury for
the amount advanced for overtaking arrears
of maintenance. Extra expenditure is fore-
cast in the traffie¢ branch to earn additional
revenue. In the mechanical branech pro-
vision has been made for a larger expendi-
ture on repaivs to engine power and ralling
stoek to meet pressing requirements, while
increased boiler expenditure is also antici-
pated. The current year will see a full
vear's operation of the easements in wages
and salaries under the Finangial Emer-
geney Act, 1934. The Financial Emerzency
Aet Ameudment Bill, which is ecxpected to
come into force at the beginning of next
year, will entail extra paymentz over six
months of the current financial year, and
there will be a considerable amount to find
on that account. Instead of having to
finanee the financial emergency rtebates,
which operated {rom the beginning of this
vear for six months, we shall have to pro-
vide those amounts for the whole year and,
in addition, find the money for the additional
benefits to operate as from the lst Janu-
ary next. During the year the section of rail-
way from Pemberton to Westeliffe, 22 miles
16 chains, was taken over from the con-
struetion branch and operated under ordin-
ary conditions. Traffic on the new line is
very light, and a loss on working for some
time to come is inevitable. I do not wish
to dilate on that, except to say it is a pity
the line was ever built. The same remark
might apply io the extension from Deamarl:
to Nornalup. Sueh railways are expensive
o build; heavy rails are necessary and the
traffic offering is extremely disappeinting
as compared with the very optimistic fore-
cast made when the Bills to authorise the
construetion of those lines were before the
House eight or nire years ago. The earn-
ings of those lines will be very small and
it is no matter for comgratulation to the
Railway Department that this railway has
been taken over during the year. New rol-
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ling stock built last year comprised 39 sheep
trucks and three brake vans. No new roll-
ing stock is at present under eonsicuetion
from loan, but certain replacements of ob-
solete stock are being undertaken under
belated repairs account. These will eventu-
ally be paid for out of revenue. Eztensive
repairs to existing rolling stoek are being
carried out to cope with the traffic during
the forthcoming harvest. Most members
will agree that the passing of the
State Transport Co-ordination Aet has
been the most important event for many
vears from the standpoint of the Railway
Depariment. For several years the rail-
ways have been slowly but surely drifting
towards insolvency. But for the Act con-
serving to the railways a good proportion
of the freight offering. no poliey eould have
been adopted other than to increase the
freight charges, unless we were to have a
deficit of over half a million a year, which
wonld have been impossible. We would have
been eompelled, with much misgiving, to fon-
template the increasing of freights on pri-
mary products. Fortunately, owing to the
administration of the Aet by the Trans-
port Board, we ean see daylight. The rail-
ways will et reasonable econsideration
where facilities are provided, and we can
now look forward to the future with some
confidence that it will not be necessary to
increase the freights on primary produets.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Railway Depart-
ment will have to give the serviee, and T am
afraid they do not attempt to give it

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know the hen. member has very oblique
views az to what the railwayvs should do.

Hon. C. G, Latham: No, they are very
straight views,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
railways are performing a wonderful ser-
vice, though I do not say it could not be im-
proved. When the business was gradmally
declining, all incentive to effect improve-
ments was removed. When the men saw
ever-increasing quantities of goods conveyed
by other means, they lost much of the in-
centive to work, and when bad times came,
the stafi was retrenched considerably and
that upset the whole service. There was no
money available with which to effect im-
provements, and though usually the cost of
improvements is repaid, money is necessary
in the first place to inaugurate them. There
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was no incentive to do anything that would
involve fresh outlay. However, there is now
quite a different atmosphere in the service.
Business is being conserved to the railways,
and I am sure the railways will do their
part. There is a prospect of the traffiec in-
creasing considerably, and that will mean
henefit to everyone in the service, such as
opportunities to secure higher positions and
perhaps better pay. Tt means also that
money will be available to cater for in-
creased business. The aspect of co-ordina-
tion of transpert will meet with o very
ready response from the department. In
some respects co-operation and co-ordina-
tion have already been achieved. The rail-
way aunthorities are not unmindful of their
responsibilities co-incidental with the elim-
ination of unfair competition, if T may so
term it. In expectation of increased busi-
ness, they have reduced freights, especially
on small parcels, which members know have
been a cause of complaint by people in the
eountry. If only the same amount of busi-
ness confinues to be done, this will mean a
rebate of about £50,000 a year, but the full
effect of the altered conditions ecannot yet
be gauged as all the road transport licenses
will not expire until the end of next month.
Thereafter the conditions from a railway
point of view should be improved. If the
increased business brings inereased earning
eapacity and the overhead charges remain
stationary, the Government arc not anxious
to wipe out the debit balance immediately.
The poliey of the Government is to give
some Dbenefits to the people using the rail-
ways and, as I have mentioned, this year
we have yiven benefits representing £50,000,
It is not our aim to wipe out the deficit of
£250,000 in one year, but we hope to im-
prove the position of the railways progres-
sively, and at the same time give benefits
to the people who provide the trade. One-
half of the State defieit for the year will be
cansed by the excess of railway expenditure
over reecipts, so members will realise the
important effect of railway administration
on the general finances of the State. With
increased business, I think we ean look for-
ward in a eomparatively few years to the
railway deficit being less of a bughbear to
the Treasurer than it has been. Everyone
will agree that the Transport Board have
done an unpleasant and particularly diffi-
cult task in a manner that has been fair
and reasonable to all interests.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: Sinece they have be-
come more moderate, they have won the re.
spect of the people.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Sometimes, in order to get a naughty child
into a proper frame of mind, it is neces{
sary to administer a fairly hard smack,
and sometimes it is considered that
the smack has been much barder than
it ought to have been, The 'Trans-
port Board had a very difficult task
to perform in very difficult cireumstances.
It was not a task fhat anyone desired to
have, because it involved serious inconveni-
ence and loss to individuals engaged in road
transport work. The board were desirous
of conserving the interests of those indivi-
duails as far as possible, but Parliament had
laid down the policy to be adopted by the
board, and the board have administered it
in a manner that has given general satisfac-
tion, although some people were deprived
of rights and faeilities in the process. We
do not now hear so much about the disabili-
ties suffered by country people because of
motor transport being denied them.

Mr. Wansbrough: In January next all the
complaints will be revived.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think so. Members will recollect that
a considerable proportion of the meat sup-
plied for the Eastern Goldfields was trans-
ported over the Trans. line from South Aus-
fralia. The Minister for Agricolture is
anxious to preserve that trade for the pro-
ducers of this State. The Railway Depart-
ment have sent a special officer to co-operate
with the stock agents, and I believe that, as
a result of running fast trains and easing
the position from a freight standpoint, the
trade hitherto done from the Eastern States
will largely revert to the people of Western
Australia,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Will the freight
From Fremantle to Kalgoorlie be as cheap as
that from Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
will be cheaper.

Hon. P. ). Ferguson: That is the point.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: By
running fast trains, the stock will bhe de-
livered expeditiously, with a consequent im-
provement in the condition of the stock. If
we can transport the stock there in 24 hours,
it will arrive in much better condition than
if the jomrney occupied three days.
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Especially if the
stock has bheen landed from Derby or Broome
Jjust before.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
there are opportunities to spell and feed
stoek after being landed from the boats.
Provided regular and sufficient supplies of
stoek are available at the weekly sales, the
running of the special train should remove
objections which the goldfields people have
had to buying in the metropolitan market,
and mean jncreased business fo both the
railways and the pastoral industry. Efforts
have been mede to co-ordinate the road and
rail services by means of which a door-to-
door service will be provided for goods,
whilst at the same time retaining to the rail-
ways fraffic which really belongs to them.
The goods will be taken to a distributing
centre at the cheapest possible rate, and at
that centre there will be another transport
service which will distribute them from door
to door.

*Hon, C. (&, Latham: The Railways have
agreed to that at last.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Railways have always been anxious to agree
to a proposal of this deseripfion, but not on
the terms desired by the road boards who
wanted five-sisths of the whole of the
charges for carrying over a short distance,
and fo leave only one-sixth of the earnings
for the railways, who would have the greafer
distance to earry. Now that there is to be
an adequate proportion of the money for
the railways, the Commissioner has shown
a disposition to co-ordinate with anyone
desirous of supporting the service. If has
been difficult fo obtain money for the build-
ing of rolling stock, but we must serionsly
face the position and provide adequate small
units o take passengers and light traffic to
various destinations in quick time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you do not do
that, you will lose all your passenger traffic.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. It could nof be done with mixed trains.
If we can concentrate on petrol or steam
coaches, whichever is the better, to provide
the unit that can be worked by one man, so
much the better will it be for the people and
the department. Such a service on branch
lines of perhaps 60 or 70 miles iy length
will enable people to get to their destina-
tions in & couple of hours, instead of four
or five, ag is the case at present. Thig will
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give great satisfaction, and should inerease
the traffic for the railways. This poliey is
being earried ount in the other States. It
is only becaunse of lack of money that we
have not been able to inaugurate it before.
The system will econsiderably improve the
position where passengers, mails, and per-
haps small parcels are concerned, since it
will be possible to have rapid transit at a
reasonable charge.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And probably it will
be the means of retaining here a lot of
money that goes out of the State at the pre-
sent time for the purchase of petrol.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have discussed the matter with the Commis-
sioner several times. Dauring a visit I paid
to the Eastern States recently, I saw the
different coaches in use in New South
Wales, Vietoria and Sonth Austra-
lia, catering for passenger and light
traffiec. The Commissioner is very keen
oen  giving the system a trial Tere,
and if we ean get some loan money for the
purpose, we shall secure two or three
coaches, and in that way learn which is the
best type for our traffic. Personally I think
the internal combustion engine is easier to
manage than the steam engine. Proposals
are under consideration dealing with the re-
duction of working costs by means of re-
grading and deviations at key stations, and
also by the provision of new locomotive
stock to replace obsolete plant. The latter
necessitates some strengthening of bridges.
With regard to co-ordination of tramsport,
we recently made arrangements with the ce-
ment works under which a econsiderable
quantity of cement required for the con-
struction of the Canning dam will be car-
ried in bulk by the railways, then put into
lorries and conveyed to the dam site.

Hon. €. G. Latham: I am glad to hear
you say this. Tt shows you are being con-
verted to our way of thinking with regard
to bulk bandling.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is just an indication of the trend of rail-
way thought, brought about by the morale
of the railwaymen, who did not know whe-
ther they wonld@ be kept on or dismissed.
Fortunately, now, there is a belter spirit
becanse of tbe improvement in traffie.
Wherever it is possible to do so by the ex-
penditure of a comparatively small amount
of moneyr we shall co-ordinafte with the
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other form of transport and in that way
increase the business of the department. The
cement will be conveyed te Armadalc in spe-
cial containers to be constructed at the Mid-
land Junction workshops. These will be
transferred by road motors fo the dam site.
The rate of delivery of the cement will be
from 200 to 300 tons per week, It is esti-
mated there will he abont 70,000 tons of
cement required for that job. The delivery
will he at the rate of 10,000 tons a year,
so it should take six or seven years to com-
plete the conveyance of the cement to the
site. Attention is being given by the Rail-
way Department to many small matbers,
such as refreshment room charges, comfort-
able travel in both sitting and sleeping car-
riages, and all will tend to give better ser-
vice to railway patrons. As far as the
tramways are concerned the estimated re-
sults are as follows:—

£
Revenue 284,000
Expenditure 200,000
RBalance 84,000
Interest 54,000
Profi 40,000

The actual eash results last year disclosed

“a profit balance of £23,852, so that an im-

provement of £6,000 is expected. FEarnings
from other lines are estimated to approxi-
mate those of last year, with slight varia-
tions. Two new extensions, namely, Mint-
street to Patriciz-street on the Victoria
Park line, and from Nanson-street to Alex-
ander-street on the Wembley section, were
added to the system last year, while 71
chains of track on fhe Kensington-street
roate were dispensed with because of the
introduction of the frolley buses, which are
operating satisfactorily. The trolley buses
are nol making any profit, though not be-
sause of any mechanical defeet or any other
disadvantage; it is simply because they are
working on a route where there i3 much
competition, actnally four different lines of
traffic. First there is the Hay-street tram;
next the railway; then the trolley buses, and
another bus service.

Hon. C. @. Latham: 1 notice you have
wrilten down a large sum for depreciation;
heavier, T think, than is justified.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS, Tt
is ns well to be careful when introducing a
new system. In many parts of the world
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now tram rails are heing raised. Wherever
the electric system is available, trolley buses
are becoming the method of transport. The
trams are obsolete and very noisy. Stand-
ing in front of the Treasury buildings in
Barrack-street when a tram is passing, it
is almost impossible to carry on a conversa-
tion. The noise of the trams reverberates
against the baildings, and one cannot hear
onesell speak.

Mr. North: Are the trolley buses faster
than the trams?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes; and moreover they do not lead to a
congestion of the traffic, as do the trams.
For instance, if one wants to travel from
the Supreme Court to the railway station,
it takes a considerable time because of being
held up by the trams in Barrack-street.

Mr. North: Yes, you counld do it faster
on a push-bike.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: A
trolley bus can go close to the footpath, or
around a vehicle, and pgets along without
diffieulty. Regarding ferries, the revenue
is expected fo total £9,000, while working
expenses and interest are estimated at
£8,600, leaving a surplus of £400. Last year
the balance, after allowing for working ex-
penses and interest, was £180, so fhat an im-
provement of £220 is forecast for the cur-
rent year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Are you putting on
a new boat?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We have promised to go into that matter.
Regarding the electricity supply, the esti-
mated results for the current year are as
follow :—

£
Revenue 300,000
Expenditure 202,000
Balance 98,000
Tuterest 63,000
Profit 35,000

We are endeavouring to finalise the posi-
tion as far as the new plant is eoncerned,
and hope to be able te arrive at a decision
in two or three weeks’ time. The position
i3 really becoming alarming. As the Leader
of the Opposition will know, there have
for years past been insistent demands for
extensions. While I was Minister for Rail-
ways five or six years ago, these extensions
were required then. But perhaps the delay

1285

bas been for the best, because I think we
shall be able to get a much more modern
plant {o-day than if we had aceepicd tenders
five or six years ago. Because of the inci-
dence of the recent coal award, smalll coal,
which is used by the Eleetrieity Depart-
ment, will cost 10d. a ton more. This will
increase the fuel cost 1214 per cent, a
rather serious advance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is that 123 per cent.
over Jast year's price?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
On the rates fixed by what is known as the
Shann award. This new award increased the
price of small coal by 10d. a ton, and the
coal used by the railways by about 4d. a
ton. Fortunately the Electricity Supply
Department is able to make a profit and so
it may be able to stand the inerease in the
price of coal, whereas the inerease to the
Railway Department, which is losing
money, 15 not so great.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Have you eompleted
the tenders for the power plant?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, not yet. We are seeking information
whick will put the Government in a posi-
tion to make a deecizion within the next two
or three weeks. I hope the whole arrange-
ments for the tenders will be conecluded and
work on the foundations will soon be
started.

MR, WELSH (Pilbara) [61]: I should
like to ask the Minister whether he has
made provision for a motor coach on the
Marble Bar-Port Hedland Railway. The
present means of transport consist of a
trolley without either hood or windscreen.
To ask people fo do 114 miles on
that trelley in a temperature anything
up to 120 in the shade 1s asking too
mueh, especially of a sick woman or a
child. Making the journey on fhat vehicle
under so hot a sun, and always with the
chance of a thunderstorm, is a very arduous
proceeding. If the Minister could provide
a motor ccach for the line it would he of
very great advantage to the passengers.
Apart from that, the railway service there is
practically confined to the wool season. In
the off season a full train is drawn by a
70-ton engine, with only one or two passen-
gers aboard and a few hundredweight of
freight. Tnstead of having that heavy train
going up, there should he a motor coach and
a truck which could easily earry four or five
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tons. That would be of great advantage lo
the people up there, and would probably
save wear and tear on the permanent way.

The Minister for Railways: That is a dis-
trict where a light passenger coach would
he useful,

Mr. WELSH: It would be, indeed. 'Lbe
present vehicle has neither windsereen nor
cover, whieh is pretty hard on any passen-
gers who have to travel. During the summer
season the people there go down to spend
a holiday at the seaside, and if provision
could be made Eor a motor coach and for
some other truek to carry a bit of a load,
it would be a distinct advantage. It iz nol
an unreasonable request, because the condi-
tions up there are pretty hard at any time.

MR. CROSS8 (Canning) [6.3]: I have just
heen looking through the report of the Hlee-
tricity Supply, and I am impelled to ask
why there should be an extra charge made to
the Perth Tramways as against the ¥Fre-
mantle Tramways. In 1930 the charge to
the Perth Tramway system was 1.25d. per
unit, and it has sinee been reduced to 1d.
Yet the Fremantle Tramway system is being
charged only .85d. per unit. T wonder
whether the Geperal Manager of the Perth
Tramways is anxious to show a greater
profit on the Electricity Supply, and perhaps
a greater loss on the Tramways, in which
apparently he is not so keenly interested?

The Minister for Railways: The price of
current has been reduced by ld. within the
last four or five years.

Mr. CROSS: I am pleased the Mmlstu
and the Government are making exhanstive
inquiries before finalising that eontract to
purchase a new unit for the power house.

Mr. Raphael: Then vou ought to he
ashamed.
Mr. CROSS: The General Manager has

just returned from a trip to Great Britain.
and has made certain recommendations. In
the light of the knowledge I have of some
of the results of Mr. Taylor's previous pur-
chases, T should be very careful before T
aceepted any of his reecommendations at all,
The CHATRMAN: I think you will find
that under the Loan Fstimates.
Mr. CROSS: Am I not in order in speak-
ing to it generally on these Estimates?
The CHATRMAN: In a general way, ves.
Mr. CROSS: In the past the General
Maneger has heen responsible for quite a Tot
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of purchases, and in my opinion has wasted
a fairly large amount of money in that way.

Mr. Raphael: How can you say wasted
it?

Mr. CROSS: I realise the uselessness of
some of Mr. Taylor’s purchases, and 1 would
appreciate it if the Minister would place
on the Table the papers relating to those
purchases, so that we could get some idea
of the loss entailed by them, Some
years ago Mr., Taylor, after a trip to
Europe, purchased overhead recording elec-
trie elocks, which cost a large amount of
woney but were ncver nsed, not even from
the first day. Shortly after that be intro-
duced some automatic point-shifters, but
hecause of the aceidents they caused they
were discarded. 1 shonld like fo know what
they eost. Mr. Taylor next purchased in
Great Britain a new type of controller,
the Metropolitan Viekers controller. I un-
derstand lhis type had heen previcusly con-
demmned by the Melbourne Tramway Depart-
ment, notwithstanding which Mr, Taylor
obtained a number from England. But as
soon as they arvived here it was discovered
that they had to be reconstructed in the
Perth sheds. They have been a fruitful
source of amnoyance and it has cost a
fairly large sum of money to keep them in
repair. One can get on almost any tramear
fitted with this device, and he will soon
find that it does not really give satisfactory
service. I have been on two cars to-day, each
fitted with this controller, and both cars were
missing on one of the eontrols.

Mr. Raphael: Did you buy a ticket?

Mr. CROSS: I should be sorry for those
who did, and were hung up as the result
of the Metropolitan Viekers controllers. Tt
would be interesting to know what those
controllers eost, and the cost of the repairs
that have had to be effected.

Mr. Hawke: Where was the other type
of eontrollers made?

Mr. CROSS: In Philadelphia. Mr.
Tavlor was also responsible for the intre-
duetion of the multiple type of tram in
Perth.  These also have bren unsatisfae-
tory. By experience it has been found that
when the ears are conpled together the mo-
tor in the one car works against the motor
in the other, and so causes ceriain damage
and fanlts which liave been the source of a
wood deal of annoyance and have cost a lot
of money. Then AMr. Taylor introduced what
he termed the power-raving meters. They
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were installed on most of the cars, but were
not connected nor ever used, and after a
time they were all removed. I want to know
what they cosi and why Mr. Taylor recom-
mended themn, and who paid for the loss.
They are stuck away in the ear barn with
a lot more rubhish that he hought when in
England.

Mr. Raphset: Don’t be too hard on him.

Mr. CROSS: Only recently a new con-
troller was taken out of No. 1 car because
it was found to be useless. A similar con-
dition obtains in No. 2 ear. If there is any-
thing at all in the Perth Tramway system
which ought to be inquired into, it is the
history of the purchases of material made
by the General Manager when away on
foreign trips. I am glad the Government are
making exhaustive inquiries before entering
into the expenditure of nearly half a million
of money.

Mr. Raphael: It is that £25,000 we are
thinking of.

Mr. CROSS: For years past the single
lines of tramway have used the Nachod sig-
nals. They proved reasonably satisfactory.
But whenever there have heen head-on col-
lisions Mr. Taylor has always blamed the
man, although he knows as well as T do that
when two trams simullancously enter a see-
tion nf opposite ends the XNochod signal
does not work. He is now introducing a
new kind of sigoal, the Forest signal. I
have watched it to see how it works and I
find that if any ecar passes that signal at
other than a walking pace, the signal does
not work at all. The motormen say the
Forest signals will be responsible for a
pretty big accident, and they are not nearly
as satisfactory as the old Nachod signals.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.]

Mr, CROSS: During the last few months
the Tramway Department have used thous-
snds of electric globes, many more than
ordinarily. It appears that these are ob-
tained from the Stores Branch at Midland
Junction. For some reason the globes have
not been of the shock-proof variety. The
result is many more have been used dur-
ing the period under review than would
normally be nsed. I want to know who is
responsible for putting into the trams so
many more globes tn the Iast six months
than should have been necessary. T do not
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know whether the nanager has anything to
do with that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: [s not thai a matter
for the Tender Board?

Mr. CROSS: If 1 were the manager I
would want to know something about it.
Other features of the tramway management
may be said to be unsatisfactory. The de-
partment issues a time table for which they
charge the public a penny. Amongst other
things this shows the tram serviee for Vie-
toria Park. It gives the times for the first
and last trams, and informs the publie that
the serviee will be Tun at given intervals,
If one goes to Victoria Park on any day
one need not be surprised at having to
wait 20 minutes or half an hour for a tram.
That is not an unecommon oceurrence. I do not
know whether the management are respon-
sible for the arrangement whereby iwo or
three trams c¢ome along together, after
which there is a gap of 20 minuies or half
an hour. That is also a frequent oceur-
rence in Vietoria Park. Generally speaking,
all over the metropolitan area complaints
have been made about the unsatisfactory
service. It is not as if the men were satis-
fied. I do not know whether the general
manager ever gave Ty real consideration
to the eompilation of a decent roster. Un-
der preseni conditions a large prercentage
of the day shiffs last for 12 hours. Many
day shifts are finished as late as 8 pm.
Very drastic and extensive changes could
he made and the roster greatly improved,
with the result that nearly all the 12-hour
shifts eould be eliminated with very little
extra expense. If that were dene the tram-
way men would give better service. When
a body of people are dissatisfied with their
working conditions they seldom give of their
best. In my clectorate there is great dis-
satisfaction concerning the South Perth
portion of the tramway service. We suffer
a disadvantage through having a single hne
there. No single line of any length, with
loops in it, ean be worked satisfactorily.
The time has arrived when this line should
either be duplicated throughout the greater
portion of its length, or replaced by a trol-
ley bus service. The Minister for Railways
said that the trolley buses had not been run
at a profit. I believe that in the coming
year the profits from this souree will be
greater than they are for this year. When
Mr. Taylor introduced the trolley buses he
had no experts at his dispesal. The de-
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partment shouid have arranged for the ser-
vices of experts, or else have had the trol-
ley buses set up properly before they left
Great Britain. That would have saved a
great deal of expense. The Minister may
not be aware that the armatures of the
trolley buses have been taken out more than
a dozen times. It is a fairly lengthy as
well as an expensive job.

Mr. Hegney: Did not one of the buses
eéome out in its completed form?

Mr. CROSS: It was supposed to be made
up. After ahont the fourteenth attempt to
take the armature out of one of the buses
the sourece of the trouble was discovered.
Had an expert been here quite & lot of ex-
pense would have been saved. The trolley
bus line along the Wellington Street route
is working at a greater disadvantage than
is seen elsewhere. The corners along that
route make it a difficult one. The route
runs through an area which carries only
a small residential population as far as the
metropolitan markets, and after that the
route is also served by other means of
transport. If the Government took a beld
step and installed frolley buses bhetween
Sounth Perth and Como they would not only
provide a better and more frequent service,
but show a better profit. Several esten-
tions from the Electricity Supply Depare-
ment are required in the metropolitan area.
I have made several attempts to secure more
electric light services in the Cauning
Bridge avea, Several vrequests have
heen made to the department, and
at least three different replies giv-
Ing as many different reasons why the
requests could not be granted have heen rve-
ceived. When the new power house unit is
installed I hope these extensions will he
given. In my remarks before the tea ad-
journment I had no desire to refleet upon
the integrity of the General Manager. The
Government are to be commended for their
action in seeking the advice of reputable
engineering firms in Great Britain so that
this State may get the hest results of the
contract which is to involve so large a sum
of money. We know that mistakes have
been made in the past with regard to prev-
ious purchases made overseas. Mr, Tayler
is probably the best electrieal engineer in
Australia. What I wished to convey was
that he had not the requisite knowledge of
transport work to run the tramway svstem.

[ASSEMBLY.)

I have long held the opinion that the posi-
tion of manager of the tramway service
should be held by a man who is well versed
in modern methods of transport and knows
all about its intrieate workings,

MR. WARNER {Mount Marshall) {7.40}:
I wish to make a few suggestions regarding
the train traffic in my electorate. We have
three looplines there. We know that every
effort is being made to push the commercial
goods vehiele off the road in favour of rail-
way transport. In place of that means of
transport it is only right that we should
have one fast train a week over those loop
lines. If that is impracticable we should be
given a steam coach or a ccach of similar
propartions to provide the necessary fast
service for passengers and perishables. If
these lines were served by one fast train a
week I believe that the motor fraflic now
ecoming from the outside portion of my
electorate would undoubtedly he driven off
the read, and the goods would be sent by
train. The Government would then gain in
railway tralie and revenue, and local coal
instead of foreign fuel would be consumed
in the proeess. The transport legislation
has now pushed most of the motor trucks
off the roads. We are looking for some-
thing from the Railway Department to com-
pensate for the fast motor trucks which
used to move the perishables to the outlying
towns. I also wish to vefer to the extra
freight on bulk wheat. I have heard that
matter discussed and the excuses offered for
the inerease. That extra freight should be
abolished. I cannot believe that the reasons
given for it are correet. I trust the Min-
ister will bave that extra freight removed
in time for the next harvest. These shillings
mean a great deal to the forining community,
in fact they mean more to the farmer to-day
than pounds did a few years ago. I am
rather concerned lest the Government should,
seeing that the farmers are to receive a little
in the way of dole money, endeavour to get
some of it back by means of still further
railway increases. I trust the Minister will
take notice of the two points I have raised,
with regard to the fast train service on the
loop lines, and the eancellation of the in-
creased freight on bulk wheat. If he would
instal the fast service to which I have re-
ferred, and advertise it well, I am sure the
department would reap good results.
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MR. NEEDHAM {Perth) [7.43]: Lasi
vear when the Railways Estimates were be-
fore us, T referred to the Government’s
policy in retiring men from the railway ser-
vice at the age of 65. On that oecasion the
Minister said it was the policy of the Gov-
ernment.  Evidently that policy has econ-
tinued. [ know that representations have
heen made to the Minister from other quar-
ters pointing out the unwisdom of retiring
men at the age of 65. The objection that
is held against the policy is its arhifrary
nature. Whilst there max he some men
who at 65 eannot give eflicient service, with-
out the slightest shadow of doubt many of
the men in the Railway Department ean
rive, and are giving, efficient service at that
age. Probably the Minister, in replving to-
night, will repeat his reply of 12 months
ago, that the policy is not confined to the
Railway Department but obtains in other
hranches of the Government service. T am
not acquainted with other departments, nok
having had personal experience in them:
but T have had experience in the rajlway
service, and T venture to say that many of
the men retived at the age of 65 were ren-
dering capable and efficient service to the
department at that time.

Mr. Raphael: How about retiving pali-
tieians at the age of G652

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member in-
terjecting has raised a question. Whilst the
Government insist on retiring railway men
aged 65, they do not hesitate to appoint to
other positions men who have reached that
age. 1 suggest to the Government to-night,
as I suggested last year, that they might
examine each case on its merits and not
arhitrarily retire men aged 65. One could
understand this poliey of arbitrary retire-
ment if there was in existence a super-

annuation fund on which the men conld

draw. However, we know that there is not,
and we also know that the rates of wages
received by these men during their years
of service were not such as permitted them
to set aside a fund which would provide
for them in their old age. After they have
reared their families out of the weekly
wage, little of it is left. The only thing
that awaits such men is the old age pen-
sion, now 17s. 6d. per week. I suggesi to
the Minister that Cahinet should again go
inte the question of arbitrary retirement
at the age of 63, and see whether it is not
possible to revert to the system which was
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in operation when practicaMy the same
Government were in power previously, I
may he wrong, but I helieve that during
the period trom 1924 to 1930 men in the
railway service were not arbitrarily retired
at the age of 65. T think the present policy
has rome into operation since the advent of
the present Government.

The Minister for Railways: No.

M:. NEEDHAM: Be that as it may, the
present policy is worthy of review. T hepe
that the Jinister, in replying to the debate,
will indicate sueh an iniention. There is
another phase of the matter. Noi only are
men retired at the age of 65, hut they mnst
take out their long-serviee leave and any
holidays due to them, prior to reaching that
age. To my way of thinking, that repre-
sents a breach of contraet.  The Govern-
ment have agreed fo give the men in the
railway service certain periods of long leave
and annual holiday. Why should those
periods he shortened when a man reaches
the age of 657 T do not know. If the Gov-
ernment are determined to pursne the policy
of retirement at 65, then T suggest that at
least the long-service leave due, together
with any holidays due, at that period should
be taken out after retirement and not be-
fore it. I believe the Government last year
issued an instruction that on and after the
1st January, 1935, all long leave and alk
holidays must be taken out prior to the
statutory age for retirement being reached.

‘These questions are indissolubly linked. The

AMinister might well review the position. Un-
doubtedly many of the men who have heen
retired could still render efficient service to
the department, and many about to be
vetired shortly are still active men who
could render better service than new men
coming on. I submit these matters to the
Minister, and hope that in replying he will
say that they will receive eareful considera-
tion.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury} [7.54]: My
desire is not only to be eritieal in conneetion
with these Railway Estimates, but also to
give praise where praise is due. One has
to take into consideration the enormous in-
dehtedness to the State represented by the
capitai cost of the railways. That capital
indebtedness amounts to over £25,000,000.
For the first time in the history of the Rail-
way Iepartment, this vem’: interest bill
exreeds the million mark: and one must
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realise what a tough proposition the railway
administration have in making a snecess of
that huge system which, as the Mimster
pointed out to-night, is net merely a com-
mereial venture but alse a developmental
factor. How long ean the system carry on
developmental work with such an interest
burden? I have been wondering whether it
is not possible for the Government to find
their way out of the present impossible posi-
tion by relieving the department of a con-
siderable proportion of the interest burden
and placing it on the geperal taxpayer, so
that from the report of the Commissioner of
Railways we shall be able to ascertain whak
the real earnings and profits of the system
are. For this year the department’s earnings
were £2,919,000¢ odd, and the working ex-
penses some £2,186,000, leaving a net rev-
enue of £732,644, That is the net revenue
over and above working expenses. What a
wonderful system our railways would be were
it not for the inferest bill!

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: Who do you sug-
gest should pay the interest?

Mr. WITHERS: It has been snggested
many times in past years that the increase
in the value of land adjacent to the railway
lines should be made responsible for the
interest on the capital outlay involved in
the system. During the time I have been a
member of this Chamber, T have not heard
how much money has been collected on that
aceount, although there is an Aect by which
the collection can be enforced. Neither have
I ever learnt how mnch money has been
applied to that purpose. The railways are
an investment belonging to the people, who
are told, “This is your property, and you
should support it.” Though the Commis-
sioner of Railways can show a surplus of
revenue over working expenses, the interest
bill year after year prevents the system from
being a payable proposition. Again, there
is the question of new railways aunthorised
by Parliament. These are simply handed
over to the Commissioner as a further eapi-
tal liability to him and to the State, without
his ever having had a say as to whether the
railways should be constructed or not. I
have read the last railway report, and have
examined it to see where the new Commis-
sioner has broken new ground, but have
failed to find any evidence of it. In this, his
first report, the Commissioner states that
the Government have passed h Transpori Act

[ASSEMBLY.]

which will be beneficial to the railway sys-
tem. On looking through the first report
of the Transport Board, a new hody, one
learns from it more coneerning the working
of the railways than one learns from the
Commissioner’s  report. The Transport
Board’s report refers to the Denmark-Nor-
nalup and the Pemberton-Northeliffe lines,
mentions the cost per mile, and states thai
the construetion of the lines was unwar-
ranted. That aspect should have been in-
guired into by some responsible authority
prior to those roilways cver being econ-
structed gnd becoming a further burden on
the people of Western Australia. The
Transport Board were appointed for the
purpose of controlling a good deal of the
traffic taken from the Railway Department
by road vehicles. The board have made a
discovery. They suggest that the lines men-
tioned, and also the Ravensthorpe-Hopetoun
railway, should he done away with, and that
other transport faeilities should be furnished
in their stead. The Transport Board consists
of new men, who might say that so far
they had very little knowledge of transport
questions. On the other hand, our Com-
missioners of Railways have been paid, ur
are heing paid, high salaries, and they should
have seen the position many vears ago. 1If
the Government Railways Aect does not em-
power them to do anything on the lines
suggested, application should have been
made to Parliament for amendment of that
measure in the required direction.

Mr. Wansbrough: Those railways were
built for developmental purposes.

Mr. WITHERS: I wish to give the Rail-
way Department every credit for the dJiffi-
culties under which they are working. On
the other hand, the Transport Board have
at least endeavoured to achieve co-ordina-
tion, T also nscertained from their report
that the Commissioner of Railways had a
discussion with the board with regard to a
revision of the rate ook, and he had toid
the board he was about to make representa-
tions to the Government. As a result, the
third-class rate has heen eliminated and
commaodities formerly carried under that
rate transfered to the second-class rate, and
there has nalso been a reduetion in the smalls
minimum seale, I have looked through the
report of the Commissioner of Railways and
cannot see anything in it regarding these
matters,
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The Minister forr Railways: That did not

start until this year.

Mr. WITHERS: 1 heard the Minister
make some reference to it, and I was rather
surprised. However, J ascertained this in-
formation from the report of the Transport
Board.

The Minister for Railways:
on the 1st July.

Mr. WITHERS: At any rate, 1 conumend
the department for the alterations. I had
intended to refer to several other matters,
hut the Minister has saved me the trouble,
because he indieated what I intended to deal
with had already been attended to. I would
particularly stress the position regarding
the competition of the Eastern States over
the trans-line. That matter is long overdus
for effective treatment. We should have en-
tered into competition with the Eastern
States in the early stages and not have al-
lowed so much of the requirements of Kal-
goorlie to be drawn from the East. Now
we have to make a belated attempt to coun-
ter that competition. The Biate should see
to it that the trade is done within her own
borders.

Mr. Wansbrough: The matter was in our
own hands at the time.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so. One of the
difficulties has been that suecessive Commis-
sioners have not given satisfactory answers
when requests have heen made to rectify
matters. For instance, agrienltural societies
have forwarded, from time fo time, resolu-
tions with regard to the unsatisfactory ar-
rangements for the transport of stock to the
Kalgoorlie market. They could never get
any satisfaction from the Commissioner, and
therefore could mnot enter into competition
against the growers in the Eastern States
who railed their cattle over the trans line.
When hodies of that deseription from
various centres have io vontilate such griev-
ances, it shows that there is something radi-
cally wrong with the system. The Minister
referred to branch-line services. It does not
require 8 man highly trained in transport
matters to visnalise what has been required
on country spur lines for many years pasl.
Certainty the service rendered the people in
the outback has been most acceptable, but
the day of mixed trains is past, when we
consider road transport competition. If we
are prepared to provide people with quick
transit facilities over the railways, they will

Tt started
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respond. In my opinion. the day of joy
riding per motor car is waning. There was
a time when country people liked to jump
into their new ear and set off on a joy ride
to the city. Now they are rather tired of
that, and are showing an inclination to
travel by train, provided quick transit is
provided.

Mr. Raphael:
Geraldton!

Mr. WITHERS: I know thai even the
so-called express trains take a long time on
these big jouwrneys, hut we would not be
justified in asking the Government fo run a
small fast train over such a section as the
one to which the hon. member referreld.
When it comes (o lines such as the Mar-
wnvet River-Vlinders Bay-Busselton, the Pew-
berton-Bridgetown and the Boyup Brook-
Donnybrook, it must be realised that they
conid all eonverge at one point, such as Boy-
anup, and there link up with a fast teain
from Bunbury at Picton Junetion, and so
on to Perth. Naturally, when people are
asked to travel by mixed trains, which tike
a long time to do a journey, they become

Yes, 24 hours fo get o

dissatisfied. Nevertheless, the Government
eannot be asked to provide fast trins
over such lines, in view of the small
number who ‘travel. If the Govern-
ment will enly provide quicker facili-
ties, they will get the patronage to

which they are entitled. The department
are pressed from time to time to institute
reforms because of motor transport eompe-
tition, but very often they are not prepared
te do what is required. For instance, T
know of one individua! who travelled regu-
larly on the suburban ratlways. He had
his season ticket. He happened to be on
leave and the dax he returned, his season
ticket oxpired. He was living at Cottesloe,
and hefore he took his baggage off the train,
he went to the booking office to renew his
season ticket for the next day. He was told
at the hooking office that he could not re-
new bis season ticket, but that he would
bave to take out a new one and forfeit his
deposit. 1 understand the deposit is 1ls.
Fancy splitting straws over such a matter!
The clerk in the hooking office eannot be
blamed, because he has to aet under instrye-
tions, In this instanece the man very natu-
rally said, “I will not renew my ticket. I
will forfeit my deposit and in future
I will travel by motor bus” Thus the
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State lest a2 permanent railway traveller,
and that has been the position for the past
four or five years. Pin-pricks of that de-
seription should be done away with. There
was another instance in the South-West. A
lady went to board a train at Serpentine,
which is & booking station, and the fare fo
Mardella is 3d. When she reached the sta-
tion, the train was just about to leave, and
the stationmaster told her to get aboard
and get a ticket from the collector. Accord-
ingly she jumped into the train, and when
she got out at Mardells she tendered the 3d.
for her ticket. The collector held up the
train for about a quarter of an hour over
a 3d. fare, and to collect 6d. booking fee.
He went fo put his bhands on the woman,
who protested; she defied him and told him
what she would do if he dared to touch her.
There was all that inconvenience over &
3d. fare. It was not altogether the fault
of the ticket collector because he had dis-
tinct instructions as to what he should do.
The Mirister for Railways: The station-
master was wrong in the first instance,

Mr. WITHERS: That is so, hut this
is another instance of the application of
red tape, and shows why people are being
driven from the railways.

Hon. C. §. Latham: If the lady had got
out at the station, she wounld have been
charged a fare from the last place where
there was a stationmaster.

Mr. WITHERS: These pin-pricks do the
department a lot of harm. The member
for Perth dealt with the question of refire-
ment of officers when they reach 65 years
of age. I ngree that men should be retired
at that age, or at G0 years, if necessary,
provided that provision is made for them
on their retirement. I was in the railway
service myself, but I did not make any pro-
vision along those lines. Had I remained
in the service, I would probably be one of
those who complain because of the lack of
snch provision. It was our own fault that
we did not take any steps to secure a super-
annuation fund in those early days. T
qmte agree that when a man reaches a cer-
tain age, particularly if engaged in certain
classes of railway work, his nerves go to
such an extent that he onght to retire. The
member for Perth claimed that some men
were quite competent at 65 years of age.

Mr. Wansbrough: They would not be on
the running staft.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WITHERS: Some of them even
claim they are active enough for that, The
position that worries e is that if we put
oft all these men as they reach 65 years, it
means that the experienced men are leav-
ing the service, and these are the men who,
to a great extent, are carrying it on to-day.

Mr. Hegney: There are plenty of young
Ien coming on.

Mr. WITHERS: If the member for Mig-
dle Swan can suggest that, it goes to show
that he does not know what the position ae-
tually is. The time is coming when many
of these experienced railway men will be
leaving the department, and we are not
keeping np with the requirements, so as
to replace them with experienced men. The
departmental report shows that 600-odd ex-
tra men were employed during the past 12
months,

Mr. Hawke: On the permanent staif!

My. WITHERS: Yes.

Mr, Cross: That would be as a result of
the operations of the Transport Board.

Mr. WITHERS: It cannot be attributed
to that. That increase was due to sheer
necessity. I have been investigating the
matter and have secured information from
various parts of the State with reference
to the shortage of men in the running
branch of the locomotive seetion. I will not
give the names of the districts concerned,
but at one centre on the 22nd QOctober, two
trains had to be cancelled and also two
specials on the 23rd and 24th October. The
information supplied to me showed that the
trains were cancelled because there were no
men available, although there was any quan-
tity of loading ready. The foreman stated
that the rosters had to be cancelled because
he required at least 12 cleaners. The en-
gines were said to be in a filthy condition,
and some that had come in from the bush
had not been cleaned for weeks, and had
been returned in the same condition. I have
it on good authority that in the loco. sheds
in Perth last week there were no cleaners,
and a raan had to be sent from Fremantle
to light the fires and keep them going one
night, Of another depot it was reported
that the engines were in a filthy condition.
Little or no cleaning was being done. The
shed foreman wired for more cleaners with
tickets (certifieates), and the reply was “none
available* The engine-men were working
long hours owing fo the shortage of staff.
Another depot reported that the total elean-
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ing time for the week was 20 hours, and the
overtime for the week was 105 hours. For
another week the total cleaning time was 30
hours, and the overtime 38 hours. Three
other depots reported overtime and no clean-
ing; roomm for 100 clenners, If details of
all the overtime For the past 13 weeks and
the number of {rains eancelled eould he laid
on the table, it would he a vevelation. T
wish the member for Middle Swan and
other members to understand that we do not
want a Darktown railway system.

Mr. Raphael: Yon have got it

Mr., WITHERS: We have experienced
men in the railways. and we ought to aim af
building up an efficient staff to take the
place of the men who retire. It is impos-
sible to train a fireman in the space of a few
davs, He must have n knowledge of raising
steam and attending to hoilers, and mmst
understand signalling, and he has to pass
an examination hefore he ean undertake that
work. At present we are really pulling men
oft the street in order to man the railways
That onght not to be done. Less intevest
charges, we are showinz a profit of £732,000
for the 12 months, and some of the money
should be devoted to staffing the railways
in such a manner as to bring them to an
efficient state. The railways, too, are fol-
lowing the example of ountside employers by
employing girls instead of vouths. This is
a serions matter that hns been agitnting my
mind for a long time. It is almost impos-
sible to get boys into employment, but not so
girls. T had an experience in my own home.
T have a boy aged 22 who cannot get work.
I suppose it is beecause T am a member of
Parliament.

Mr. Hegney: There are hundreds like vou
who eannot get jobs for their hoys, but that
is due to the economic system.

My, WITHERS: I have a girl who had
never been from home since she left school
and recently a trader asked whether she
would take a position. She did so. Why
was she sent for in preference to the boy?
Equality is claimed for the sexes, but not
equality of pay. The sconer we get equal
pay for the sexes, the sconer shall we be
able to get our boys into emplovment, and
enable them to marry.

Mr. Raphael: We shail have to Hitlerise
the State.

Mr. WITHERS: T do not agree with
that, This is a difficult question to approach
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because of the risk of offending the women-
folk, but it is a question which must be
faced. If the womenfolk elaim equal rights
with the men, we should pass legislation to
provide equal pay for the sexes, and then if
employers chose to employ girls instead of
boys, they could do so. So long as the es-
isting state of affairs continves the unem-
ployment problem will not be solved. The
Railway Department employ girls where
vouths should be employed. We should bhe
looking to vouths to become the railway men
of the future. What part could a girl play
in the railways outside the office? Railway
cadets are trained for every branch of rail-
way work from telegraphists to station-
masters.  Youths trained in the administra-
tive olfices, not in the workshops, give years
of serviee from the time of leaving school
until they reach the age of 21, and when
they become entitled to receive the adult
wage, they are thrown out on the street.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
right.

Mr. WITHERS: It is right.

The Minister for Railways: That practice
has been stopped.

Mr. WITHERS: If we are going to retire
experienced men when they reach the age
limit, we should be training young men to
take their places. I intended to talk about
the electrification of railways, but the replies
given to questions do not cneourage one to
deal with that subject. After the statement
of the member for Canning, it wonld
searcely be worth while touching on the
subject of the electrification of railways.
Regarding the rveduction of freights, I should
like the department to take one matter into
consideration. 1 understand that the de-
partment intend to revise the rate hook. In
the good old days when the rate book was
first started, practically the whole of the
goods traffic radiated from the city to vari-
ous parfs of the State, and trucks returned
from Kalgoorlie, for instance, empty. A
eertain amount of enecouragement was given
to back-loading, and this was done by means
of offering a cheaper rate for up-traffic as
ecompared with down-traffic. Thaf{ system
might have met requirements in those days,
but we have reached a stage when there is
as much traffic entering as leaving the city,
but the rate book is still framed as it was
in the early days. A man in my electorate
has a factory, and to rail logs from 40 miles
north of Bunbmry to that town eosts more
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than to vail them 70 miles to the metropoli-
tan area. Why should not the freight be
based on mileage regardless of the direetion
in which the goods are hauled? If that
factory owner obtained his logs from south
of Bunbury he would come under the up-
rate, and eould get them cheaper than by
bringing them from the north of Bunbury.
That matter should receive consideration of
the Commissioner with & view to refaining
the traffic for the railways. Many people
have established motor services because of
sach pin-pricks. In the Estimates railways,
tramways, electricity supply and ferries ave
grouped under the heading of railways, and
I wish to point out the need for co-ordina-
tion. If a passenger misses a frain at Mt
Lawley, it is a common experience to find
that the tram has left at the same time and
the passenger has to wait a quarter of an
bour. The same thing happens at the
Bridge-street end. There should be some
co-ordination between the two services so
that the passenger who had missed a train
wonld know that he could eateh a tram in two
or three minutes’ time, The member for Can-
ning spoke of trams running to the eity
from South Perth one after the other. On
the Beaunfort-street line it is a common ex-
perience to have to wait a considerable time
for a tram, and then one finds a tram from
Inglewood, another one from Walcobt-sireet,
and later another from RBulwer-street run-
ning into the city together. The system has
surely been in operation long enough to en-
able the authorities to study the convenience
of the travelling public better than that. I
hope the Minister will realise that I have
offered this eriticism, not with any desire
to condemn, but with a view to pointing out
where improvements ecould be effected.

MER. RAPBAEL (Victoria Park) [8.26]:
1 would not have spoken but for the re-
marks of the member for Canning. He
referred to various purchases made by the
manager of the Tramway Department dur-
ing his sojourns at Home, spoke of his hav-
ing recommended the acceptance of a higher
tender and of the Government having held
in abeyance the tender for the new unit at
the power house. His remarks wonld lead
one to believe that there must be something
underlying his statement. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not Jet the occasion pass with-
out making definite investigation into the
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aspersions cast by the hon. member on the
manager of the tramways, '

Mr. Wilson: He did not cast aspersions
on him,

Mr. RAPHAEL: He has already uttered
those aspersions, and if he tries to retract
them, I would point out that it is mueh
harder to overtake a lie than to tell it. 1
hope the Government will make an investi-
gation to aseertain whether the information
given to the House was correct.

Mr. Warner: Why not move for a Royal
Commission ¢

Mr. RAPHAEL: I should like to remove
you to Claremont,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member musi
address the Chair.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T am sorry that I am
so easily led astray. I have heen endeavour-
ing to get a reply from the Minister for
Railways for some time regarding an over-
lapping section on the Victoria Park tram
route. Various organisations and represen-
tatives of old-age and invalid pensioners
have waited on him by deputation requesting
to be allowed to travel at the old rate of 1d.
from the old terminus to the local post
office to collect their pensions. The reply
received on each ocecasion has been that Cabi-
net had the matter under consideration. This
matter may not seem important to the Gov-
ernment but it means mueh to the pen-
sioners to have to pay an extra 2d. to travel
that distance. I hope the Minister, when
replying to the debate, will give a favour-
able answer. I hope that Cabinet, after full
consideration of this unrgent matter, will
grant the request.

Mr. Wilson: How long has it been under
consideration?

Mr. RAPHAFEL: Only seven months,
whieh is not bad for a Government. The
Minister might consider the gquestion at his
earliest convenience. The bus serviece run-
ning to South Belmont, through the increase
of a penny, has been inereased by another
bus and the servitce is run more speedily
than previonsly. The increase is short-sighted
policy, and it will mean that the Govern-
ment will put more revenue in the way of
the buses. Another point I wish to refer
to is the method adopted by the Tramway
Department in the seleetion of their em-
ployees. I do not know why the Government
do not take action in respect of the selection
of the people engaged by the tramway
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authorities. A short time ago I attempted
to find work on the tramway system for
genuine unemployed, but I was unsuceessful.

Mr. Thorn: Are you trying to work in
some of your eobbers?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member is so
wilfully deaf and he makes such inane in-
terjections that they are responsible for
a laughter only.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. RAPHAEL: After the hon, member’s
inane interjection

The CHATRMAN: Order! Will the hon,
member please sddress the Chair and eon-
fine his remarks to the subject matter before
the Committee?

Mr. RAPHAEL: As I was saying, I
endeavoured to find work for some genuine
unemployed married men. I was told on
ong occasion that there were to be no addi-
tions to the staff, but later I found thai a
man lhiad been put on a permanent job which
he holds to-day. On another oceasion I
found that a single man from the country, a
recrnit of the West Perth foothall elub, had
secared employment on a tramway job, and
later still T found that three more who had
come from Wembley, where Mr. Shillington
lives, had also been given employment.

Mr. Warner: Mr. Shillington was more
suceessful than you.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It looks as if one has to
be a member of the West Perth foothall club
or a friend of Shillington’s before he can
get & job on the trams to-day.

Mr. Cross: That is not true.

Mr, RAPHAEL: I hope the Minister will
conduct some investigations into the state-
ments I have made and also the accusations
made by the member for Canning against
the integrity of the management.

Mr. Cross: I never made any accusations.

MB. NORTH (Cluremont) [836]: [ am
glad the Minister has agreed to the request
of the residents of Dalkeith respecting the
bus service to that suburb. The Perth to
Claremont ronte is now recognised as an im-
portant one and for that reason T think a
more modern system of transport should
be installed. There is ne reason why trol-
ley buses should not take the place of the
trams. It ix a long rup to Claremont and
it is generally understood that the existing
system is a white elephant, even though the
route is one of the hest around the metro-
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politan area. Being so, it should be served
with the best vehicles, and especially as
the distance is long. With regard to the
railways, I have had a request from sev-
eral passengers who use the service, and I
pass it on to the Minister; it is that the
seats should be sloped as are the seats of
motor cars. I think it is & good suggestion
though I do not know how it will appeal
to the Minister. The ordinary railway
traveller iz very uncomfortable on long
journeys because the seats are flat. They
would be muech more attraciive if they
could have a slight tilt as in motor cars
or trolley buses. When the coaches are
taken to the workshops for overhaul the
matter eounld receive attention. The seals
would certainly be made much more com-
fortable if they were altered in the direc-
tion suggested. We have heard thai the
Transport Board propose to order the sub-
stitution of larger vehicles for the existing
taxis, to carry six or seven passengers, The
House should have some anthority to argue
on the right of the board to alter the shape
or size of vehicles. The North Cottesloe ser-
viee, for instanee, runs every quarter of an
hour, and there is just about enough traffic
to support the service with vehicles capable
of carrying five or six passengers. If the
Transport Board insist on vehicles being
substituted capable of carrying 14 or 15
passengers, the effect will be to entirely des-
troy the service. I trust the Minister will
see to it that the people of North Cottes-
loe are not penalised by the Transport
Board’s suggested innovation, the only
effect of which will be the destruetion of
the usefulness of the service.  Another
matter about which I desire to complain
is the question of overhead bridges at rail-
way stations. I know that they cannot be
taken away cheaply and that subways are
costly, but I again urge the suggestion that
I bronght forward once before of consid-
ering the idea of permitting passengers to
cross the rails. In many parts of the world
platforms are practically level with the rail-
ways and there are no overhead footbridges.
Therefore people walk across the rails and

exercise caution to avoid coming o
grief. If they can escape mishap where
the traffie is much greater than it

is in our State, surely no harm wonld
follow from the removal of the over-
head bridges here. Some years ago plans
of subways for railway stations were pre-
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pared. These provided for ticket oMces
and other conveniences as well. By their
contruetion it would he possible to abolish
the signalman at these places and in that
way save, as at Cotteslos, for instance, £600
a year which the signalling service at that
station costs. Again, with regard to loco-
motives, I should like to know whether the
department has kept in touch with modern
developments. We read of the wonderfully
fast and powerful locomotives doing all
sorts of new jobs, some using Diesel engines
and some even using coal and oil, heavy
¢il on one side of the piston and eoal on
the other. The effect of this, I understand,
is to reduce the cost of running to a few
pence per mile, as agsinst the very high
cost of the present locomotive. I suggest
that the Chief Locomotive Fngineer should
inguire into this matter with a view of
perhaps this year or next year making an
attempt to manufacture a similar loecomo-
tive in our own workshop.

MER. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.43]: When
this department came up for review last
year the new Commissioner had just been
appointed; consequently it was felt that
eriticism might be withheld until such time
as he had got into his stride. To-day it eer-
tainly cannot be said that the Commissioner
has introduced any innovations that are
likely to improve the service. OFf course in
saying that I must qualify the statement by
the faet that he had a big job to undertake,
because the railways, I think, through years
of lack of infusion of fresh ideas, had
practically lost a great deal of their busi-
ness, not through the competition of the
motor trucks but for want of ability pro-
perly to cater for the business that
was offering. There was no desire on the
part of country people to go away from the
railways, but they were forced to go away
owing to the antiquated methods adopted
by the railways. The Minister to-night
quoted figures relative to the revenne
received under various headings last year,
and he quoted alse the estimates for this
year. Those estimates are really conjec-
tural, and I am not going to attempt to show
that they are wrong, because we all hope
the revenue returns will be as good as pos-
sible. At the same time, the position of the
wheat indunstry indicates that the railway
tevenue this year will be less than it was
Iast year. But the first question I wish to
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bring forward is the necessity for speeding
up country trains. It is frequently said
that it caonot be done. The question of
making representations to the Commissioner
before the summer time table was drawn up
was mentioned recently.

Mr. Stubbs: The representation was re-
fused.

Mr. SEWARD: Take the running of the
Albany express: That train is still run-
ning to a time tahble that came into opera-
tion when the line was built. Surely a little
speeding up of that train could be arranged.
I am sure it ean be done, because only five
weecks ago, when I came dowa by that train,
it was held up at Spencer’s Brook for 55
minutes and, after all, we arrived at the
Perth station only five minutes behind time;
on the run down from Spencer’s Brook that
train picked up 50 minutes. On another
occasion we were over an hour late in leav-
ing Brookton, and we arrived in Perth on
time. What I specially noted on the way
down was, not so mueh the speeding up of
the train, as the elimination of delays at the
stations. That is where so mueh time is
lost. I remember that years ago, in Vie-
toria, the Railway Commissioner started to
ent vut unnecessary delays at stations and
sidings with the result that at most of the
stations the trains stopped only about a
minute, and sometimes passengers were over-
carried. But they soon became aceustomed
to the mew order and got their bags and
things ready before the frain reached the
station. I am eertain if that were done
kere, a saving of two hours could be made
in the running of the Albany express. It is
the time it takes country people to come to
Perth and get back again that precludes
their using of the railways. Only the other
day a friend told me that it takes him 12
hours to come to Perth by train, whereas it
means only four or five hours by car. The
member for Claremont suggested the tilting
of seats in railway carriages, as is done in
motor cars. Perhaps we need not go quite
as far as that, but last year I arranged for
an inspection of those infernal earriages
known as the A.C.Ws. In consequence, I am
not asking for the tilting of the seats, but I
do ask that some springs should be put in the
seats of those carriages, for at present they
are just as hard as the floor. And those car-
riages are used on long country runs. I am
convinced that while they are kept on long
runs the Commissioner must expect to lose
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his passenger traflie. Then there is the light-
ing in country earriages. Two or three weeks
ago I was making & night journey. At dusk
the lamps were lit. There were two elee-
tric lights in the carriage, and they were so
bright that I took out a book and began
to read. But presenily both lights dimmed
down until they were only points in the
darkness, and for four hours those of wus
in the earriage had to sit and stare idly out
of the windows. Those are some of the de-
tails that can make or mar the effective-
ness of the railway service. Then there are
the timetables. The winter timetables on
country lines, spur lines particularly, are
the same as the summer timetables. Surely
that conld be obviated. In summer time the
mixed trains have a lot of shunting to do,
but in winter, after the wheat is all gone,
a much faster service could be introdueed,
as is done in the Bastern States. The mem-
bher for Bunbury touched on the necessity
for the proper representation of the Com-
missioner on any hody empowered to de-
termine what new lnes shall be built. It
brought te my mind the Lake Grace-Hyden
railway.
Mr, Patrieck: He is represented now,

Mr. SEWARD: Bub not adequately.
was not in favour of that line. It is an
abominable line. 1 went to the department
to get provision made for a stock train to
serve the Lake Grace-Hyden line. The reply
was that it would be necessary to run a train
from Wagin to Lake Grace on Saturday;
book off at Lake Grace; run from Lake
Grace to Hyden on Monday; book off; return
to Hyden, depart 6 a.m, Tuesday, and con-
neet with No. 76 at Lake Grace on Tuesday.
The engine c¢rew would again book off at
Lake Grace on Tuesday and return to
Wagin on Wednesday, resulting in a mile-
nge of 226 being run. Of course one eould
not go to the Commissioner with suneh
a proposition. So I suggested to him
the running of road transport to Kon-
dinin to serve the Hyden and Xal-
garin people, but he said that eould be
done by private enterprise. We have en-
deavoured to get the Commissioner fo con-
tract with local carriers to bring all the
wool within reach of sidings in to the rail-
way, to be earried by the railway down to
Perth. If that were dore and provision
made for road transport between Hyden and
Kondinin that treaffic would come to the rail-
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way at that point and would save about 90
miles of freight and a whole day in travel-
ling. Bat the Commissioner will not agree
to that. It is only fair to ask that some
provision be made in order to get that stuff
in to the railways. Another thing is the pro-
vision of some method of cold storage trucks
for the conveyance of cream to butter fac-
tortes, On the Kondinin line at present a
very large quantity of cream is being sent
in, and that traffic is assuming large propor-
tions. But when we put it to the railways,
they said they would have to charge the con-
signees the cost of the ice in the truck. But
the eleetric lighting, I think, is generated
from the wheels of the train, and it has oe-
curred to me that it might be possible to
have some refrigerating system that could
be developed by the running of the train,
and so provide cold storage trucks to bring
down the cream a distance of 100 miles to
Narrogin, a journey which under present
conditions in  summer fime is suffi-
cient to eonvert cream from first-class to a
second-elass product. The improvement
would mean a better price to the producer,
which is very important to the industry as
a whole. Another matter I would mention
is that the Kulin Agricultural Society made
a strong endeavour {o get the wheat exhibit
from the Agrieultural Department to their
show last September. I saw the Agricul-
tural Department, and courteously thev
arranged that the exhibit should be made
available. But on the day of the show the
Railway Department rang up te say that
half the exhibit had been left on the Merre-
din station and that, if the Agrienltaral
Society liked to send up a motor truck, they
could get it. It is hardly fair to the
Agricaltural  Department, which sends
its exhibits along, that the Railway
Department should leave them on a far
distant station. Then there is the use of
the trucks that were specially built for the
carriage of wheat in hulk. When we had
a debate in the House on bulk handling, the
imposition of an additional freight of 9d.
per ton on bulk wheat was stressed, and the
reply of the Minister was that special trucks
had to be provided for the carriage of wheat
in bulk, and thev could not be used for any
other purpose. But evidence has been sent
along to me showing that those bulk trueks
have been used recently for the transport of
sheep, and that when the sheep arrived at
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their destination the trucks were loaded with
wool for Fremantle. I have no objection to
those trucks being used for the transport of
anything the railway has to transport, but
I strongly ohject to the wheatgrowers being
asked to pay for the trncks on the statement
that they cannot be used to carry anything
but bulk wheat. It has always been a matter
of amazement to me to see lying at Spen-
cer's Brook a long rake of those trucks, idie
for six months in the year. Tf any private
person owned them, that would not he
allowed. Tn view of the fact that those
trucks are being used gencrally, T appeal
to the Minister to see that that unfair charge
of 9d. per ton on wheat in bulk shall he re-
moved. T wish to refer to the State Trans.
port Board, whose activities have started »n
the smal] fellow, the man whom the board
knew they could hit. Had they started by
asking the railways to provide proper facil-
ities for country people, and had those
facilities heen provided, allowing people

to get their goods down by the rail
ways, it would then have heen time to
tmrn  aftention to the motor trneks.

These small lines of profit are now denied
to the farmer. It would not pay any set-
ter to lose half a day going to a siding with
a box of eggs or a few pounds of butter. If
he could leave these things at the gate—gen-
erally the children when driving to school
would do that—they would be picked up by
the motor truck and taken to market. These
lines are a source of revenue, and at a time
like this they count for a great deal. That
is one of the effects of the operations of
the Transport Beard. I admit that some
temporary licenses have been granted to the
end of December, and in other instances
carriers have heen allowed to conduct a re-
stricted service on the old routes. On the
castern side of the Pingelly electorate it is
no uneommon sight to see crates standing
at the gates ready to be picked up by the
motor traffic. All that will be done away
with by the end of December.

The Minister for Railways: It will not ail
be eut out.

Mr. SEWARD: One contractor informed
me that he would certainly be ent out at the
31st of December.

Mr. Patrick: All those that are in opposi-
tion to the railways will be cat out.

Mr. SEWARD: These small things are
generally the perquisites of the housewife,
indl give her a little extra money with which
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to earry on the home. The new transport
regulations will certainly deny the Earmers
the profits to be derived from these pro-
ducts of the holding. When the depart-
ment effect any change in the trman ser-
vice, they should properly advertise it. Last
winter the department put on two extra
trains in my electorate fo take stock to
market on Wednesdays. No proper noti-
fication of this addifional service was sent
ouf. Indeed, the tvains had been running
for a month hefore the stock agents knew
anything about them. It would be good
business for the department to notify the
stock agents and other people interested
when making a ehange of this kind, and te
do 5o in a way that would reach everyhody
interested.

The Minister for Railways:
notices put on the sidings?

Mr. SEWARD: When people are truck-
ing things away, they very seldom go across
to the plaiform. If they want to order a
rruek, they ring up for it. They do not see
notices that are posted up. It would be a
simple thing to send & small circular to
Elder Smith's, Dalgety’s and the other stock
agents, who would then bring the matier
prominently under the nofice of their
clients, I had cousiderable correspondence
with the department at Narrogin, and Elder
Smith’s representative on the subject of
these trains, and I know it was a month
after the service was inaugurated before the
firm knew anything about it. I trust that
in future these changes will be made known
to everyone concerned.

Were not

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.5]: L
was pleased to hear the optimistic remarks
of the Minister, He indicated that the Rail-
way Department were making some pro-
gress, and had been able to give employ-
ment to many extra men during the past
12 months. He indicated that the railways
were making up for time with regard to be-
Tated repoirs, and that £140,000 per annum
would be spent in that direction during the
ensuing three or four years. The Minister
was also hopeful that this year, and from
now onwards, the revenue of the depart-
ment would he considerably increased. It
will require to improve owing to the heavy
interest payments which bave to be made
on the capital eost, I wish to refer fo an
agitation that has been going on for some
time for the erection of A new station he-
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tween Maylands and Bayswater, For the
last 12 months the local authority and I
have been trying to convince the depart-
ment of the necessity for such a station.
We are judging the necessity for one on
a very conservative basis. The Minister
says the department are unable to under-
take the work al present. This agitation
has been going on for ten years. The popu-
lation in the locality has inereased but the
same answer is given to the request to-day
that was given to the representatives of the
district ten years ago. That answer was given
to Mr. Davies, who represented Guildford,
to the member for Cuildford-Midland
(Hon. W. D. Johnson), and it has been
given to me. The department say they can-
not undertake the expense at this juncture.
In arriving at an estimate of the number of
persons who would patronise the proposed
station, the department have taken too nar-
vow a boundary. It would only be ahout
four miles from the eity. A great deal of
vacant land is there to he built npon. As
the metropolitan area expands, it must go
in that direetion, for that is where cheap
blocks are available for the erection of
homes. There is indeed a lot of vacant land
there adjacent to the ecity. Ti is too far
from Maylands or Bayswater for people to
build upen it yet. It is said that the an-
nual eost of maintaining the new station
would be about £800. That may appear
high, but the local authority and the Gold
Eistates company have undertaken to eon-
tribute a small sum annually for three years
to help the department in bearing the main-
tenance costs. The district is advaneing. A
magnificent recreation reserve for the people
of the metropolitan area has been estab-
lished. A turf wicket has heen laid down,
and within the reserve are 12 tennis and
croquet lawns. Apart from the Bayswater
people, there would be many others who
wonld use the station becanse it is along-
side the recreation ground. The department
forget that there are also numbers of people
who at present o across the district to reach
the station. The workers who go to Perth
for their employment, and they are many,
natnrally prefer to patronise the train be-
eanse of the throngh service. During the
past year no less than £60,000 was spent on
the building of homes in the Bayswater
area. The centre is likely {o go ahead, and
must go ahead hecause of its proximity to
the metropolis. People will he ohliged to
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go there to secure land at a reasonable price
and build their homes in the district. The
department also say that if the station were
built, it would take business away from
Maylands or Bayswater, The same argu-
ment could have been used in comnection
with many other stations along the metro-
politan lines. It is not many years ago that
there were no houses at all near the Daglish
station. When the land was thrown open
and built upon, & fair population assembled
there, and soon warranted the constraction
of a station. Daglish is no nearer I"erth
than the loeality of which I am speaking.
I urge that before next year's Estimates are
drawn up the department should give sen-
ous consideration to the erection of this new
station. Although it may not show a pro-
fit immediately, I have no doubt it will give
a service that is fully warranted, and that
in time to come a thriving population will
he estahlished in the area.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [9.11]: I would
draw the attention of the Minister to the
fact that the traffic has fallen away greatly
along the Great Southern line. I have heen
np and down that line for the past quarter
of a century, Sometimes during the summer
I go to Alhany for a blow. I guarantee that
for every man I see who gels off the train
there on a Saturday or Sunday morning,
there were 20 a few years ago. I admit
that motor transport has seriously affected
the railway traffic. There are, however,
many people in my electorate who say they
would prefer to stay at home rather than get
into a train, and sit there for seven or eight
hours in the course of a bundred-mile jour-
ney from Newdegate to Wagin.

Afr. Moloney: How long has that heen
zoing cnt

Mr, STUBBS: People with children will
not do it. Two matters require the Commis-
sioner’s serious attention. The first of tlese
is the obsolete coaches that are now being
run on spur lines. I could eonly think they
were built in the time of Noabh. 1 am sure
the member for Albany will endorse what
I am saying about these roften carriages.
Ii i3 time they were replaced by somcthing
better. The other point is the length of time
it takes for a train to travel from one station
to another. 1 am one of a number of mem-
hers who wrote to the Commissioner a few
weeks ago, thinking we might secure the
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speeding-up of one train a week on the
Great Southern between Perth and Albany,
and obviate sueh long stops at the various
stations, One thing that struck me was
the apparently excessive number of refresh-
ment stations-——Chidlow’s Well, Spencer’s
Brook, York and so on. If the trains
travelled a little guicker, there would be a
saving of an hour or two. Is it necessary
to stop a train which travels from Perth to
Albany at Chidlow’s Well, Spencer’s Brook,
York, Beverley, Narrogin, Wagin, Katan-
ning and Mt. Barker? T suggest that the
Minister mention to the Commissioner that
in the country disiriets there is a feeling
that the department has lost traffic which
it will not regain under present conditions.
After the 31st December next, motors plying
between Perth and Albany are to be taken
off the road. The fare by excursion train
from Perth to Albany unsed to be 30s. Will
that systemn be re-established? It does not
eost more to run a full train than to run
it empty, and on Sunday mornings now half
the carriages of the train arriving in Albany
are empty. In my electorate there is an
unpayable line constructed about 30 years
ago, the line from Hopetoun to Ravens-
thorpe. Ever since the War that line has
been highly unpayable. Numbers of people
engaged in the mining industry at Ravens-
thorpe drifted away when the price of cop-
per fell below the cost of production; more-
over, many of the young men there enlisted.
Until quite recently mining has been un-
payable in the district, but Iater develop-
ments with the diamond drill have caused
quite a stir in the locality. 1 understand
there is now a proposal to close the railway
which runs from Ravensthorpe to Hopctoun
during the months January to March. The
people are perturbed on that account. What
are to be the future arrangements for the
weekly transport of the commodities likely
to be rendered necessary by the developments
undertaken by the Anglo-Australian Syndi-
cate of London? T ask the Minister to
ingnire what the Commissioner of Railways
proposes to do in that respeet. Again, there
are the farmers’ wheat and other produets
to be carried to Ravensthorpe for transport
by the “Kybra” Do either the Transport
Board or the Railway Department propose
o call tenders for the necessary service from
Newdegate, the nearest point to Ravens-
thorpe by road, a distance of 80 miles? I
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underatand ihat the Ravensthorpe-Hopetoun
railway eauses an anpual loss of £15,000 or
£20,000, and I have no desire that the
Government should continue to ineur that
loss; but I am anxious for adequate means
of transport by road.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [9.21): [ hope
that as a result of even belated eriticism
the Minister in charge of the Railway De-
partment will wake up. To me there ap-
pears to be a tinge of irony in the eriticism
levelled at the department this evening. To
wy mind it savours of a Rip van Winkle ox
antediluvian spirit. I was indeed impressed
with the remarks of the member for Wagin
(Mx, Stubbs), which show clearly that the
railway line from Ravensthorpe to Hope-
toun is not paying. The hon. member has
Just discovered that faet. It is a unique
line in the respect that it does not pay.
Another remarkable feature about it is that
ity operation 1s limited to three months of
the year. The people of the distriet are
perturbed at the prospect of its ceasing
to funetion during those three months.

Mzx. Stubbs: I wish you lived down there!

Mr, MOLONEY: Again, tilted seats are
required. We must progress with the times,
the hon, member says. We must have Die-
sel engines, the latest engines.

My, Stobbs: Who said that?

Mr, MOLONEY: The member for Clare-
mont (Mr. North). The innovation may
be admirable, but the suggestion, coming
from the Opposition, is not only belated
but also pathetie, hearing in mind that the
condition of the railways when the present
Government took office was not only ironieal
and pathetic but also tragic. On taking
office, the present Government were faced
with n stependous task in the way of main-
tenance and repairs. Over £440,000 had to
be spent on these accounts. One sleeper
in every three on the railways had to be
replaced. A five-year plan of rehabilita-
tion had to be embarked upon, It was
hardly possible for the trains to crawl along
the lines. And now we are told that we
must vitalise, electrify the railways, remove
the monstrosities of bridges that have ex-
isted for 30 years or more to my know-
ledge. Whilst Opposition members are
agitating for the removal of these so-called
monstrosities, I am trying to get a bridge.
I require only a humble bridge for the peo-
ple of Daglish. The member for Middle
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Swan (Mr, Hegney) has mentioned that bis
constituents need a station. I may point
ont that the population of Daglish, like
that of Middle Swan, has inereased consid-
erably during the past two years. The peo-
ple of Daglish bought land on the under-
standing that they would be provided with
s bridge and an exit, I have put up that
request to the Government repeatedly.

Hon. I'. D. Ferguson: Which Government
promised the bridge?

Mr. MOLONEY: Probably the Uovern-
ment in which the hon, member interject-
ing held a portfolio. The present Govern-
ment have just got into the saddle. They
are doing their job. The only complaint
against them so far is that they spend too
much money. Opposition members, while
castigating the present Government for
failing to put all these innovations into op-
eration right away, hare not a word of
praise for the things that have been done.
Nothing is said about re-ballasting, or about
re-conditioned engines.

Mr. Sampson: Why gild refined gold?

Mr. MOLONEY: Nothing is said about
the trucks which were stowed away at
Robbs Jetiy and in other inaccessible places,
and on repairs on which extra men have
been employed—an indieation that the
Railway Department are doing all they
possibly can, It must be remembered, too,
that the Railway Department are not
nierely a profit-seeking venture, but also a
public utility. If Opposition members are
not prepared to praise the Govermment, [
am, even though they have done some things
with which I am not entirely in accord. In
similar circumstances, if a Government of
another political complexion were in power,
I would be the first to congratulate them
had they shown the initiative that has ehar-
acterised the present Government. No
doubi the Minister views the criticisms of
the Opposition in a humourons way. The
member for Vietoria Park has said that the
official who places men at work on tram-
ways should be removed. Some members
want one man put in and another man put
out. No one has touched the most vital
phase, namely, that one-third of the total
revenue of the railways is absorbed in in-
terest. Not even the member for Clare-
mont has menticned that a new finaneial
system is required. We have heard that
many things are necessary, including some
alterations because the light became dim
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when the member for Pingelly was reading
the latest news from the front. When we
view the position in the light of common
sense, we must acknowledge tbat the eriti-
cism lacks foundation and savours of a Rip
Van Winkle atmosphere reminiscent of an-
tediluvian times.

MR, HAWEKE (Northam) {9.31]: It is
with much humbleness and a certain amount
of trepidation that I rise to make one or
two comments regarding railway manage-
ment. I am very happy to feel that I am
speaking after the member for Subiaco, not
prior to him.

The Minister for Railways: I wondered
why you waited!

Mr. HAWEE: As the member for
Subiace has practically covered the groand
of the Minister’s veply, it will not be neces-
sary for the latter to speak at length. There-
fore I shall be quite in order if I take full
advantage of the time available. T support
the statement of the member for Bunbury
vegarding overtime in the railway service.
It must be agreed that overtime in a sys-
tem such as the railways will always oecur
periodically because the traffic is pertodic.
There may be a rush at one time, which, of
course, will necessitate overtime being
worked. During the last few months, almost
continuous excessive overtime has been
worked and as a result there has been a
great deal of dissatisfaction among the em-
ployees. It has been felt by them that, with
conditions so severe regarding unemploy-
ment, overtime should be eliminated wher-
ever possible, and that work available should
be spread as much as possible in order that
men who are unemployed or on part-time
employment should be given an opportun-
ity to be enjoyed in full-time positions.

The Minister for Railways: That matter
is being attended to.

Mr. HAWKE: I am glad to have the
Minister’s assurance in that respect. I
knew the matter was receiving the earnest

‘consideration of the Minister and of Cabi-

net, and I felt that a saccessful issue wonld
result. Not only was there marked dissatis-
faction and disconient among the railway
men themselves, but, on account of the per-
sonnel of the railway system not being saf-
ficient to cope with the traffic, even with
excessive overtime, it became necessary on
oceasions for freight trains to be cancelled.
When that happens it means that goods are
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held up. One of the greatest complaints
against the railway system is that it is too
slow in delivering goods from the ecity to
rountry towns. When trains are cancelled
and goods are consequenfly held up, it
means that such complaints increase in num-
ber and magnitude, as a result of which the
railways receive a bad advertisement. If is
my desire, as will be that of every member
of the Committee, to see that the railway
system inereases in efficieney. I am sure
even the member for Subiaco would suppert
that poliey, althongh he seems to think that
the system is 90 per cent. perfect and would
become 100 per cent. perfect with the con-
struction of a bridge at Daglish. T trust the
excessive overtime question will soon be satis-
tactorily dealt with, that additional men
will be employed in the department and
that the ecarriage of goods from the eity
to the country and from the country to the
city will be expedited. If these resulfs
should follow, the people will have the
greatest respect for the department and will
arain aceord it their patronage wherever
possible. In addition, those who during the
last few years have patronised private
means of transport will return to the rail-
ways. There is one other question to which
[ shall refer, namely, the railway institufes.
The Minister will know far better than I
that they serve n very valuable and useful
purpose. They are mainly, if not entirely,
engaged in educational work and the Rail-
way Department gives them every encour-
agement and financial assistance. The local
aommittees of the various railway institutes
throughout the State endeavour 'to increase
their financial rescurces in order that more
valuable eduecational work may be earried
out. Of course, the hest means of raising
revenue takes the form of social funetfions.
But the committees find that those fune-
tions are being run mainly for the benefit
of the Taxzation Department. That depart-
ment, under the heading of the entertain-
ments tax, gathers in a considerable amount
from the functions so promoted. T helieve,
and those associated with the railway insti-
tutes are of the same opinion, that the in-
stitutions are purely eduecational in their
objective, They fee), as I do, that it is
wrong in principle to impose indirect taxa-
tion upon social funetions run for the pur-
pose of benefiting the institutes and mak-
ing them greater factors for edueation in
this State. It seems ridiculous that the

L]
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Railway Department should grant finaneial
assistance to the institutes on the one hand
and the Taxation Department, which is an-
other department of government, should
come along and take away money from the
committees controlling the institutes. This
matter has been before the Minister and I
believe the Premier was considering it be-
fore he was unfortunately compelled to re-
linquish duty temporarily. No doubt it is
being considered by the Aecting Premier and
his officers. It is right that those who give
their time and services voluntarily in run-
ning the insfitutes should be placed in a
more favourable position, and, with that
object in view, I trust favourable consider-
ation will be given to the removal of the
taxation imposed upon social funetions so
that the committees may have additional
money with which to carry out their activ-
ities.

MR. MARSHALL {Murchison) [9.40]: I
o not propose to delay the Committee, nor
do I desive to be very eritical of the admini-
istration of the railways at this juncture. I
will draw the Minister’s attention to the
faet that without any inerease in the cost
of administration, encouragement eould he
given those living in isolated places by in-
creaging the facilities available. I have lis-
lened attentively to the criticism and eulogy
lavished on the department. The thing that
strikes me most is that members who have
had experience of days gone by still seem
to support motor transport enthusiastically
as against the railway system. They are
prone to eritivise the railways because of
their inadequacy to eompete against motor
transport. I have the greatest respect for
the member for Wagin and I do not desire
to be offensive if I deal with his eriticism.
He suggested that people to-day did not use
the traing as they did in the past beeause the
Jjourney from Wagin to Perth was siow! 1
would remind bim and his electors that if
the State were to cease running the trains
to Wagin, very soon ne motor transport
would be available there. No form of motor
transport possible could han! wheat and
super at the prices charged by the railways.
It is the generosity of the railways that has
kept the wheat centres in exzistence, With-
out the railways, there would be no farmers
and no country towns.

Mr. Stubbs: And no city.
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Mr. MARSHALL: That is sn argument.
Nevertheless therc are eities where wheat
has never been grown. We would never
have had oor wheat fields but for Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder. I realise that motor trans-
port has come to stay, and I believe it will
prove of material assistance in the develop-
ment of the State. At the same time, motor
transport must pay in proportion to the
privileges granted and should assume rea-
sonable and fair competition. Motor trans-
port has not been responsible for creating
communities and should not ask for privi-
leges that publie expenditure has made pos-
sible. I have always believed that motor
transport will in its turn serve us well, but
the system adopted by private enterprise
has not given a beneficial return to the com-
munity, bearing in mind the financial re-
sponsibilities of the State. The system has
tended to foster Yankee oil ecompanies and
to convert the State into a Yankee bhowser
at the expense of the taxpayer. I know that
we cannot abolish it entirely, but if motor
transport is as ceonomieal as is claimed, let
it pay for the roads it requires and uses, let
it compete fairly with the railway system
and carry wheat, super and all the merchan-
dise necessary to keep rural communities in
existenee. If it does that the railway au-
thorities, even with the present charges, will
find themselves in a happy position. Many
years ago the Minister received a letter from
me regarding the difficulties growers in the
North-West and the Murchison experieneced
in the transportation of stock by speeial
trains. The department eonfessed that they
could reduce the time ocenpied provided
everything ran to schedule. I suggest that
the administrative officers are responsible
for trains running to schedule. Exzperts in-
form me that a bullock loses 100 to 150 lbs.
on the journey from Meekatharra to Mid-
land Jupetion if the train runs to schedule
time, and how mueh weight must it lose
when a train runs six or eight hours behind
schedule? That might mean the difference
between profit and loss to the grower. I am
not asking for further expenditure to be in-
eurred; I am not asking for additional ser-
viees to be rendered; all T ask is that the de-
partment do what they say they can do—
give more rapid transportation to stock. It
was stated at the time that a special stock
train, which cost between £300 and £400,
showed a loss. How the cost was made up
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I do not know., If a train were run to
Meckatharra and back I doubt whether it
wonld cost that much. However, I have to
bow to the opinion of experts, though it
scemed a large sum of money. Undoubtedly
the growers bave good reason to eriticise the
department. I am thankful for the advent
of the Wiluna, Ltd,, which is o wonderful
aegnisition to the service. It reduces the
long journey by six hours—an awful jour-
ney, particularly in the summer months, We
hear referenees to Pinjarra, Lake Grace,
and such like places, but they are only sub-
urbs of Perth compared with Wiluna, which
is 750 miles distant. Those plaees have
an excellent climate most of the year;
the Murehison has only two seasons, ene
particularly hot and the other particularly
cold. A mixed train from Meekatharra to
Perth makes 76 or 78 stops, all of which are
considered necessary. Yet that train can run
to scheduled time, about 33 hours 20 min-
utes. For a special stock train the necessary
stops should not exceed 10, and yet it takes
such a traio six or eight hours longer to do
a journey 12 miles shorter—to Midland
Junction—and the railway authorities say
they ean reduce the time provided every-
thing runs to schedule. 1 merely ask that
the time be reduced for the sake of the
growers. Those people have an awful time,
Residents of the c¢ity have no conception
of their trials and tribulations. They have
to contend against the difficulties of too
much water and not enough water, pests of
all kinds, long overland journeys, and then
a railway system that imposes exorbitant
charges, necessarily so, perhaps, and on top
of all that, growers suffer the loss due to
wastage of eattle owing to the fact that they
are kept longer in the trucks than is neces.
sary aecording to the railway anthorities
themselves. The growers of beef, especially
in the North, have had a very hard time in
recent years. After transporting their stock
to the metropolitan markets, they have had
almost to give it away because of the im-
positions levied by the Department of Agri-
cultnre—pleuro lines, tick lines, all sorts of
lines—making it impossible for them to com-
mand anything like a payable price for their
commodity. Those people who are fortunate
enough to be able to get marketable beef to
the rail head should be assured of rapid
irangport. Tt is jost as important to bring
the stock down expeditionsly as it is to
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transport human beings expeditiously. On
one occasion when I travelled down in a
mixed train, it was broken at Mullewa. At
Northam we met n special stock train, and
the stock on our train was there taken oft
and attached to the special train. I met the
grower of the stock later, and he infprme.fl
me that the special train reached Midland
Junetion about six hours after we got to
Perth. I inquired the cause of the delay.
He replied that the special train had got to
a siding just beyond the tunnel and was
held up for 1% hours, because an empty
goods train was proceeding into the coun-
try for wheat. Surely preference shou]ld
have been given to the stock train! I admit
that that happened some years ago.

The Minister for Railways: Sinee then we
have duplicated the line,

Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Minister lo
duplicate the speed. Only recently a mixed
train occupied 40 hours on the journey,
which is far too long to have large stock
huddled up in trucks and jolted about. Tlfe
officers of the department are aware of their
responsibility to the growers, and T hope
they will take steps to ensure thar, the stock
is transported more rapidly. During the ‘hot
weather when women and children particn-
larly are travelling, there is a.shortage of
water bags on the passenger trains. I know
that the officials experience considerable
trouble in keeping the water bags intaet.

The Minister for Railways: My word,
they do.

Mr. MARSHALL: When I bave been
travelling, I have noticed indifference on the
part of the officials in keeping thg bags
filed. That is not right. The Minister
shounld instruct his officers also that frains
shonld be swept out and fumigated at Mul-
lewa or Yalgoo. There are no refreshment
rooms at convenient intervals and food
mnust he earried and consumed on the train,
and the compartments become in such a
state that a good clean out would do them
no harm. Some time ago the carriages were
cleaned and fumigated at Yalgoo, but the
station master there was appointed to West
Perth. I give that man credit for the con-
sideration he showed for passengers. Years
ago we were promised that long-distance
passengers would be given preference of
seats, and that compartments would be guar-
anteed clean at Mullewa. We do not get
preference of seats, and the carriages are
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not cleaned. If the department will give
heed to the matters I have mentioned, they
will go a long way towards warding off fair
eriticism as distinet from some of the eriti-
gism I have beard this evening. It is not
to be expccted that we can get our
trains to travel G0 miles an hour
It ought not to he expected, We are becom-
ing Americanised. We ave in a dreadful
harry. With the advent of the mofor and
the aeroplane, we are spceding up rapidly.
It will not be long before we are adopting
other American customs, such as lynching
people and in other ways taking the law
into our own bands. I hope that whatever
criticism is )evelled is fair. All T want the
department fo do is to carry out those
things they have promised to do. I ghall
then he satisfied for the time being.

Item, Working and Maintenance, Gen-
eral Charges:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I notice under the
heading of General Charges several increases
over the previous year's Hstimate, In the
case of contributions to the State Insarance
TFund, the amount estimated to be spent this
year iz £25,000, compared with the expen-
diture of £17,736 last year, TFor compas-
sionate allowances £4,000 is set down this
year, whereas the expenditure last year was
£992, In the case of the item dealing with
contributions to the railway accident and
fire insurance fund, this year's amount is
£17,000 and last year's expenditure was a
little over £9,000. For long serviee leave
£40,000 is provided this year against £32,000
spent last year. Will the Minister indicate
the reason for these increases?

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
There were exceptionally busy times at the
end of the last finaneial year and all the
long-service leave that was due could not
be taken. Provision has been made for the
number of men who are expected to take
their long-service leave this year. We esti-
mate spending £4,000 less this year than we
anticipated spending last year. It may be
that the arrears will be brought up this
year and that the whole of the amount esti-
mated to be spent will be spent. Regarding
the other matters referred to by the Leader
of the Opposition I have not any partien-
lars,

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a hig in-
crease for compassionate allowances. Is it
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expected there will be more accidents this
year? The State Insnrance Fund contribu-
tion is alse greatly increased.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nothing of that nature is anticipated.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—State Balleries, £95,406;
House, efc., £3,650 ;—agreed to.

Cave

Department of the Minister for Agrieul-
ture {Hon. H. Millington, Minister).

Vote—Agriculture, £67,446 :

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn)
(10.5]1: In times past this department was
regarded as the poor relation of the Lands
Department. To-day I think agriculturists
are looking more to the Agricultural De-
partment than they are to the Lands De-
partment, I propose to give a resume of
the main activities associated with the de-
partment during the past 12 months. Last
vear wheat was grown on 3,182,658 acres,
for a yield of 37,533,177 busbels, an aver-
age of 11.79 per acre, compared with 12.33
for the previons year. The total area strip-
ped for wheat and oats on the seven experl-
mental farms controlled by the department
was in the case of wheat 1,567 acres and
of oats 274 acres, for an average yield of
15 bushels 54 lbs. in the case of wheat, and
15 bushels 31 lbs. in the case of oats. The
guantity of graded secd provided from these
State resources was in the case of wheat
20,093 bushels and in the case of oats 3,135
bushels. After the seed requirements of the
department had heen provided, the balance
was made available to the farmers. Under
the scheme of exchange the wheat farmers
received a bnshel of graded pedigreed seed
wheat in exchange for 1% bushels of f.a.q.
wheat, and in the case of oats a bushel
of seed for one bushel of f.a.q. wheat. This
system was greatly appreciated by the far-
mers, many of whom would otherwise have
not been supplied with pedigreed seed. The
two latest varieties of wheat produced on
the State farms are Bencubbin and Totad-
gin.  Althongh Bencubbin was only made
avgilable to the farmers some three years
ago, it is anticipated this season that it will
he the most widely known variety

Hon. P, D. Perguson: Not 50 much next
season.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
—and will have exceeded the record which
was held for vears by Nabawa, an earlier
production of the department. On the State
farms efforts bave been made to produce a
wheat of good yield and good milling quality
that will also be disease-resisting. In order
to provide a wider range of market, it is
necessary that we shounld produce a grain
that will compete with the best milling varie-
ties in the various exporting countries. The
production of such a variety will take a
lomg time, but if success attends the efforts
that are being made, it will he time well
spent. In connection with the 50-acre crop
competition organised by local agrieultural
societies, 165 entries were received. The
trophy for the highest yield per acre was
won by Mr. D. Daris of Gnowangerup, who
produced 43 bushels of Bencubbin to the
acre. The competition for the M. T. Padbury
trophy was advanced a  further stage.
Messrs. F. N. and J. L. Atkins were the
most successful farmers, having grown 3
bushels 39 ibs. per inch of rainfall in the
growing period, This was a most creditable
performance, and exceeds the previous best
record established in 1930 of 3 bushels 23 tbs.
grown per inch of rainfall in the growing
period. 'With respect to fat lambs, success
has attended the efforts =2t the Avondale
State Farm. Last season very satisfactory
prices were obtained. Some very gratifying
comments were received from the ugents in
London concerning the quality of the Swan-
down lambs. They said these werp equal
to anything offering on the English market.
We have heen told that lambs of that brand
can be sold prior to arrival in London, This
lamb is a cross between a Southdown ram
and the Border Leicester crossed with a
Merino ewe. Already 68,000 lambs have
been killed for export. I am informed that
this season we shall be experting from
Fremantle 130,000, One of the problems
we have specially iackled during the year
is that of toxie paralysis in steck. For-
tunaiely very little of thal was discovered
last season, in contrast with the previous
term when its incidence in most distriets
was severe.  AMuch preliminary work has
been accomplished. The investigations are
being continued, and provision has been
made to carry them on at the experimental
station durng the ensning season.

Mr. Seward: Where is that station?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At Merredin, We began the investigation
there last year; but, either fortunately or
unfortunately, the year was not a good one
for that work. The rains came early, and so
the dry feed, which, owing to insuffieiency
of minerals is the main cause of the disease,
was obviated. However, previous experi-
ments made there have indicated that if
stock are fed a small amount of chaff and
oats, half a pound of oats and a small quan-
tity of chaff, they do not get toxic paralysis.
The depariment have been able to decide
even thus early that the problem is mainly
one of feeding, and that the disease of the
previous year was due, in plain language,
to starvation, the stoek being insufficiently
fed. It may he that this year will prove
more favourable for experimental work, but
in the meantime the information available is
being supplied. At the Northam meeting
it was agreed that the experiments should
he continued, and that any information
availahle should be supplied in pamphlet
form to stock raisers. The departmental
officers are hopeful that with the feeding of
stock the disease can largely be obviated.
1 will pass over references to the past sea-
gson. It has been a curious season, It
opened well, and there was every prospect
of an abundant harvest. It looked like a
year when there would be no difficnlty in
putting in the erop. Unfortunately a dry
year intervened, aud thus a season that
looked particularly favourable for the kill-
ing of weeds and the planting of erop turned
out to be the opposite. In going through
the country I found that in many districts
there is a prevalence of weedy crops. It
was possible to obviate that the previous
geason; but Jast year, unfortunately, the
position was as I have stated. Again, the
season took up early, and many districts
have suffered from that cause. That is one
of the disabilities of Western Australia, and
makes it necessary that we should have
the best possible cultural methods. In
addition, this year the Vietoria district
has snffered under a rather disastrous attack
of red rust. When I was at the Chapman
State Farm recently, representatives of vari-
ous organisations waited upon me to ask
whal was being done. It will be understood
that the wheat grown on State farms is pro-
duced with the object of obtaining a pro-
lific yielder as well as a disease resistant
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variety. Wheat can be tested out on the
experimental farms in regard to resistance
to smut and other diseases, and also resist-
anee to drought; but in this State there is
not the opportunity to test ont rnst. There-
fore when we are unfortunate enough to
strike a season like this, it twrns out that
wheat which we consider reasonably resist-
ant te rust is in faet not so. The variety
I mention, Beneubbin, iz highly popular. It
was bred at the Merredin State Farm. [t
is & cross between two good disease-resist-
ant wheats, but even then it is a question
of planting. Where the wheat was well
forward it developed, in spite of rust,
almost to f.a.q. standard. In other eases.
however, it was a failure. Mr. Sutton de-
livered a most informative leeture on rust,
and he has admitted that we shall find ex-
treme difficulty in providing a rust-resistant
wheat. He said it was one of those things
with which we inust persevere, and he has
taken advantage of all the information
available in the Eastern States where the
disease is prevalent. We shall do our ntmost
to see what can be done in that direction.

Mr. Stubbs: Have not climatie condi-
tions a good deal to do with it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. In the meantime the farmers will dis-
cover for themselves the varieties most re-
sistant to rust. I myself have seen erops
which were sown early, smothered in rust
right on to the stalk, and some of them, in
spite of the rust yield a fairly goed f.a.q.
sample. My test, of course, was by eye.

Hon. €. G. Latham: I am told the wheat
is 12 lbs. overweight.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When it is tested out by bushel weight, it
may prove light. Mr. Sutton, although the
breeder of Bencubbin, said he would not re-
commend it to be sown in the Vietoria dis-
trict. However, I heard the farmers there
say they intended to sow it next year. The
records I have read out show that Bencuh-
bin is a fine wheat. At Gnowangerup it
beat the State, with an average of 43
bushels. It seems to me that with all the
care that has been taken, and in spite of
all the experienee of past years, wheat pos-
sessing all the qualities desired eannot be
produced. That i3 the diffieulty. Farmers
insist on a good yielder, and one has to pro-
vide against other diseases. It seems to me
impossible to get a wheat that is both pro-
lific and entirely resistant to disease.
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Mr. Doney: Conditions vary so much.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. Those who are disposed to blame the
department should remember that even in
this unfavourable season rust has appeared
it oniy one distriet. T think it may be said
we are pretty fortunate in that respect. The
distriet affected, the Victoria, holds the aver-
age for the State; and I must remind the
farmers there that theirs is not by any means
a district labouring under constant difi-
culties. Even with this yem’s disaster, the
Victoria distriet holds the record over a
number of years. However, a disaster has
overtaken this distriet, and the Agrieul-
tural Department arc advising to the best
of their ability. It will be possible to pro-
vide facilities at Merredin for testing out
rust-resistant wheats, but the work will have
io he done under artificial eonditions. We
shall have to arrange for those hmmid con-
ditions whieh are specially favourable to the
development of rust. With hot-house or
laboratory conditions we shall probably be
able to decide whether the Beneubbin wheat
is rust-resistant, just as now we can test in
the fleld whethex it is resistant to other dis-
eases. However, it would mean laboratory
accommodation and eonsiderable expense,
Even if we produced a rust-proof wheat, 1
am not too sure that, in view of attacks
of rust being intermittent, such a wheat
would be generally accepted by farmers.
Mr. Patrick: They dropped very good
wheats before on aceount of the rust trouble.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. In my opinion, farmers in that district
will be able to judge for themselves, and 1
think they will be able to decide what wheats
to sow. It may be that some wil] take a
risk and plant a little earlier. Those whe
took a risk and planted early this year have
got througl; fairly well, but the late erops
are in a bad condition. Leaving wheat and
changing over to apples, members will be in-
terested to know that the apple crop has
been somewhat lighter than last year. The
number of cases exported in 1933 totalled
504,002 bushels, and in 1934, 618,274 bushels.
The table grape crop was practically the
same as in 1933, the «uantities being ex-
ported being in 1933, 44,685 cases; in 1934,
46,603 cases. With regard to apples, as »
result of negotintions with the Common-
wealth Departinent of Trade and Commerce,
the bounty provided by the Commonwealth
Government could not be determined. We
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were uot given a tree hand as te how it
should be distributed. It was insisted that
it should be paid only in necessitous cases,
We decided that the fairvest neans of distri-
buting the bonus was on the basis of losses
incurred by those who had exported. Re-
eently that difficulty was overcome, and the
Government are now in o position to pay
the bounty. e have a free hand for 1933-
34, and we are distributing the money in
accordance with the wishes of the apple
growers themselves.

Hon. P. I, Ferguson: Have you decided
the question of the standard case?

The MINISTER FFOR AGRICULTURE:
We have a standard case here,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Efforts ave being
made to have it altered.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We shall resent that, and also the sugges-
lion that white wood cases shall be used.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I can see no reason for the last-mentioned
change. The redwood cases lined with card-
board have proved quite satisfactory, and
the apples have been landed in splendid con-
dition. In those circumstances the red wood
boxes should be an advertisement for West-
ern Australin, and the use of them should
be of advantage rather than the contrary.
One eommodity—butter—has cansed the de-
partment no end of trouble, and we have
done our outmost to protect the interesis of
Western Australis, To emphasise the im-
portance and inerease in the produe-
tion ‘of this particular ecommodity, I
mayv as well inform the Commitiee that
the average price of Dbutter fat dur-
ing the last 12 months has been 9.94. 1t
was as low as 8d. for three months, the low-
est price ever obtained by the producers
during a period of 20 years. Notwithstand-
ing that, the production of butter increased
by 534,598 lbs. In 1932-33, the produetion
totalled 11,261,102 lbs., and in 1933-34, 11 -
795,700 Ibs. During 1932-33, we exported
2,280,488 lbs.,, and last -year, 2,087,288 lbs,
The prospects for production during the
1934 season were bright, particularly the
growth of pastures, which showed an in-
crense of 22 per cent. during the first three
autnmn months. In respect to the price of
butter, a more optimistic feeling exists
throughont the dairving distriets owing to
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the Australian price being fixed at 140s, per
cwt,

Mz, Stubbs: Butter is 1s. 6d. a lb. in the
shops.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Agricultural Department has been con-
cerned regarding the price obtained by the
producer.

Mr. Stubbs: Who gets the ditference?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have gone to the trouble of getting ont
a table, the accuracy of which has not heen
questioned by the manufacturers, showing
that the butfer eosts 1s. 3d. a pound whole-
sale, and the producer gets 1314d.

Mr. Wise: You need a price-fixing com-
missioner,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Needless to say, the prodmcer does not re-
ceive that price. Just recently he received
11%%d., with 114d. decrease on account of the
levy for equalisation of the product. The
return will be still lower. Despite the
advice fendered by the department and
the agreement made that butter, instead
of being exported, should be stored
in boxes and used during the lean period
when supplies are scaree, the butter has
been exported. Recently the manufacturers
wanted me to accept the responsibility of
saying they were entitled to an additional
levy. The department hold it is not their
responsibility, and T have replied to that
cffect. The wmanufacturers themsclves,
through their organisation, fixed the priee
Eor butter fat, and unless they agree to store
butter we have no means of compelling them
to do so. When it is noted that the Lon-
don parity for export butter was 7d. per
lb.,, and the local price is 1s. 3d. a Ib.
wholesale, it will he recognised that the pro-
ducer who exported his commeodity wil] have
fo be bonused to the extent of 84. per Ib.
The only source from which that honus
can be secured is the producera themselves.
They will have to pay a very heavy levy
if that svstem is to continue. Had the
manufacturers agreed to the departmnental
proposal, and stored during lhe peak period,
there wounld be no need for such a large
equalisation levy. In our peak period we
manufacture about 33,000 eases and during
the lean period, which is after the sum-
mer, we manufacture 6,000 cases, Our local
consumption s 16,000 cases, so that we pro-
duce af the present time just ahout twiee
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as much buiter as the State requires. The
ohvious remedy is to store the butter now
against the time when we produce about one-
third only of what is required. Becaunse of
the position that has arisen despite depart-
mental advice, the manufacturers bhave
sought our approval of their claim for an
excessive levy on account of the cxported
butter. It is now agreed that two firms
can manufacture hutter of sufficiently choice
quality to enable it to be stored. That is
the proper thing to do. A suggestion made
was that the producer and the manufacturer
should receive something extra. One sug-
gestion was that the maaufacturer should
receive 1d. a lb. extra for turning out the
choice butter. If some arrangement can be
arrived at, we can obhviate the exportation
difficulty and secure equalisation in State
supplies. We can achieve that end by the
exercise of commonsense, but it has not
been done in the past. The question of
providing legislation for the assistance of
the producers is being considered by the
Government, and a decision will be arrived
at in a day or two. What is needed is a
measure that will prevent the importation
of butter from the Eastern States, and
direct that butter produced in the peak
period shall be stored, thus obviating the
necessity for exporting. Then it will be
possible to give producers the benefit of the
Australian price, which is 1s. 3d. per Ib.
wholesale.

Mr. Stubbs: Under the Federal Consti-
tution vou could nof prevent butter from
coming in from the Eastern States.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We must not raise too many objections to
that, for it can be done just as legally as
it ecan be done with dried fruits, and I think
by the same method. It is the only way by
which the dried fruit trade can be regulated.
There are 10,305,000 sheep in the State, not
including this year’s lambs. During the
past season 160,234 bales of wool were of-
fered for sale and 159,852 were sold. The
total weight was 50,441,000 lbs, and the
value £3,333529. The average price per
Ib. was 15.86d. I have here a record of
the amounts paid by the Vermin Board.
Regarding dingoes, 12,775 scalps were paid
for, as against 10,407 in the previous year.

Mr, Marshall: What do they pay for din-
goes now¥

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Only £1. We were paying £2, but the fund
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became bankrupt, and we had to reduce it
to £1 and ecall apon the Treasury to assist
us. There are no means of determining
whether all the scalps submitted are from
dogs killed in Western Australia. Bonuses
have been paid on 24,120 foxes, as against
17,376 in the previons year. Evidently the
hoard’s policy of control of foxes has not
been entirely successful. We used to pay
£2 per sealp, and the foxes were not a great
menaee, buf now we are paying a bonus on
24,120, and the place is simply over-run with
them. Regarding the dingoes, we ecannot
afford to let up. The board is not prepared
to recommend that we revert to the original
penny and half-penny on pastoral and agri-
eultural land, and therefore we are endea-
vouring to find revenue from which to pay
the higher bonns. The Ceniral Vermin
Board’s expenditure was £31,603, and the
collection was only £20,100, We started the
vear with about £12,000 to our credit, but
as T say, the fund has been depleted, and
s0 we have had to cut down the bonus.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Conld not yon ex-
tend the basis of collection to all land in
the State?

Mr. Marshall: Why @id not you do that
when yon were in office?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It conld be done with the approval of the
Honse, but it would be a very dehatable
question.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: I do not think
there would be any trouble at all ahout it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Well, there was an opportunity in times=
past, but it was not attempted.

Hon. P. D. Fergnson: There was not the
same neecessity then,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As to pleuro, in view of the sucecessfnl re-
sults of spraying in the Eastern States by
the use of the Complement Fixation test,
arrangements were made to apply the test
at Anna Plains, and 2,260 head of eattle
were treated. As a result it was possible
to overland those ecattle. They were sold
at Meekatharra, but the prices were not
deemed satisfactory. One lot brought £5
per head, some were sold at £3 10s, and
others for as low as £3. They eost £1 per
head to overland, and stil} the growers were
better off than those who brought their stoek
by boat fo Fremantie. Further applica-
tions for the test are still eoming in, and
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we have made inquiries in the Eastern
States as to the reliability of this test. With-
ont exeeplion every veterinary amnthority in
the Eastern States declares it to be entirely
satisfactory and reliable, Our fests were
not as satisfactory as could be desired, but
I think onr pathologist, Dr. Bennett, attri-
butes that to some defect in the laboratory,
and is not prepared to say the test ig not
satisfactory or reliable. In view of this, if
onr departmenf were unable fo test and
treat those stock for which application has
been made, we would be failing in our duty.
Of eourse every precantion must be taken,
and in addition to exercising all necessary
caution, there is cerfainly an obligation to
the stock owners of the North that they
should have their cattle tested. Since this
test has now been declared reliable I have
given instructions that this be done, and
our veterinary staff has made arrangements
for it. The position of the stock owners is
bad enongh. It is unsatisfactory and un-
profitable to ship stock to Fremantle, for
only the best are payable, and it wonld be
cheaper to overland them.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Have you tested
eattle from those stations on whieh pleuro
has been found?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have been tested at Anna Plains.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But pleuro has
never been found there.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some of the bheasts re-acted, although
plenro was not definitely disecovered. But
in the Eastern States, and even in Tasmania
where pleuro does net exist, every possible
test is applied and every precaution taken.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It would not be
safe ta bring down cattle from a station on
which pleuro had been found, because they
might easilly be reinfected after testing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But they can be segregated. The pleuro has
not the disastrous effects it would have had
prior to the discovery of the Complement
Fixation test. It will be remembered that
some years ago pleuro was discovered not
far from Perth and whole herds were
slaughtered. If plenro were to be discovered
now there would be no need for wholesale
destruction. Beasts definitely infected
would be slaughiered, but the remainder,
after testing, instead of being slanghtered
would be quite safe.
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But it would have
to be guaranteed that they did not mix with
other cattle after being tested.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am certainly not prepared to submit to a
eross-examination as to how it is to be done,
hut I am prepared to take the adviee of
such authorities as cxist in Australia. If
the hon. member contends that the Turner
test is unreliable, he will have to say that
he is not prepared to take the advice of
practically the whole of the veterinary offi-
cers in Ausfralia.

Mr. Seward: Will your veterinary officers
cortify to its being reliable?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are not prepared to certify that it is
not.

Mr. Sewurd: Are they prepared to certify
that it is7

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I asked the opinion of the chief veterinavy
officer and he was satisfied that the cattle
might be shifted from the Anna Plains
station.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: A case of pleuro
has never heen discovered on that station.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I's the hon. member sure?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The test would determine whether a beast
was infected, and if it was it wounld he segre-
rated.

Hon. I D. Fergusen: Bul you cannot
ruarantee the segrewation. That is the
trouble.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That would have to be arranged. The real
danger lies not in the beast that apparently
has the pleuro but in carrviers. After a
severe overland trip of several hundred
miles a earrier would show the effecis.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But it might in-
feet another dozen eattle before it showed
the effects.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURLK:
The carrier would show the effeets and be
discovered. T would expect the veterinary
officers to set up an organisalion—that is
their business—and the eattle would have
Lo be shifted under conditions satisfactory

te them. There is stock on stations
not known o bhe affected that can-
not be shifted north owing fo the

tick and that arc not pernntted to come
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south owing to the plenro, and so they are
in a pocket. If the department cannot deal
with cases of that kind, I shall consider that
they have fallen down on their job. Where
station owners make the request, the test
will be applied. We will deal with the points
raised by the hon. member when the time
comes.

Mr. Wise: Any chance of lesting store
cattle at Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I think it will have to be arranged, but
there is no time fo go into all those questions
to-night. I remember Dr. Rivett delivering
a most interesting leeture in the dining reom
on various problems confronting the stock
owners of Australia. He specialised on the
blowfly, which be ¢onsidered wasg the most
disastrous pest in Auwstralia. T think he
told ns the loss dus to that pest.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: Yes, £4,000,000 &
year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
One of my objects in going to the
North was fto visit the Mia Mia sta-
tion, where the manager has set up a
fairly complete organisation for the treat-
ment of the blowfly pest. He treats it the
same as the fire brigade would treat a fire.
Some of the older hands werc rather scep-
tical, but they afterwards admitted that his
methods were effective. There is no guar
antee that the blowfly will not appear at
certiin seasons, but at a sfation considerably
further north 5,000 sheep were lost last year
when wool was bringing 15d. per 1b. That
represented o fairly serious loss. It is
claimed that this is one of the problems that
should be dealt with systematically. I shall
not enlarge on that except to say that the
department have taken the matter wp and
are advising stock owners to adopt preven-
tive measures. I think that will be the
slogan of the departmeni—adopt preventive
measures. All our produetion is increasing,
but the difficalty is to find profitable mar-
kets for it. During the year 55,000 dozen
cases of eggs of 30 dozen each were ex-
ported, the value being £85,000, It is antici-
pated that during the current year the ex-
port will be greater. The tropieal fruit in-
dustry on the Gascoyne developed consider-
ably during the year, when some 40 addi- -
tional blocks were taken wup. Approxi-
mately 40,000 banana and 20,000 pineapple
snekers were planted, as well as several
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strains of passion fruit and papaya. There
are now 103 acres under bananas, nine acres
under pineapples, and approximately 15
acres under vegetables and small erops in
that area. During the vear 3,613 cases of
bananas, 120 cases of pineapples, 24 cases of
papaya, 750 ecases of beans and 30 cases of
other vegetables were sent away by sea from
that area. On one oceasion at an agrienl-
tural conference in the East we requested
the Federal Government to forego the duly
on bananas so that the people in the North
eould get them at a reasonable price. The
Commonweslth Government would not agree
and now the people of the North have found
means to supply their own needs. Thus the
North is independent in the matter of tropi-
cal fruits. The area under potatoes last year
was 4,470 acres and the yield 21,204 tons,
an average of 4.74 tons per acre, valued af
£137,826. The number of stock sold at the
metropolitan abattoirs during the year ended
June last was—Cattle 26,432; sheep and
lambs, 439,875; pigs, 21,364. In addition
15,831 pigs were slanghtered under per-
mit at premises other than the abattoirs.
The nnmber of stoek yarded at the metro-
politan saleyards was—Cattle, 40,187 ; sheap
and lambs, 569,308; and pigs, 73,152, Those
figures convey an idea of the requirements
of the metropolitan market, There are only
one or two other matters to which T wish
briefly to refer. One is insect pests. I
suppose one of the most malignant pests in
the South-West is the red-legzed earth mite,
and another is the lucerne flea, A para-
site has bheen discovered for the lucerne
flea and 30,000 have been distributed.
By those means there is some hope
of controlling the lucerne flea. Up to
date I do not know that any great
headway has been made with respect to the
red-legged earth mite. The matter has been
taken up by the Council of Secientific Re-
search, It is considered a major problem.
It has been most disastrous in this State,
but we are hopeful that ways and means wil!
be found for combating the disease. Con-
giderable effort has been achieved in con-
nection with the Denmark wasting disease,
and the investigations that have been made
concerning it. Treatments which both cure
and prevent the disease are now available.
This is possible as the result of feeding a
lick composed of limonite. The lick has
been adopted by the Agrieunltural Bank, and
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the treatment is now to be applied to all
affected holdings. The curafive agent in the
limonite has not been diseovered, but inves-
tigations in this conneetion are being eon-
tinned by Dr. Underwoed, the animal
nutrition officer, This disease has eaused
the department an enormous amount of
worry, and has had a most prejudieial effect
upen the Denmark district. It is extra-
ordinary that in a locality so prolific as the
Denmark area it is not possible to rear
young stock. The disease is a mysterious
one. The officers of the department are
working in with the officers of the Waite
Institute in South Australia and they are,
it is believed, on the road fto discovering
both the causes of the disease and the right
treatment for it.

Mr, Wanshrough: Is it a preventive?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[t turns out that the disease is due mostly
to food deficiencies in the animal, Limonite
is said to supply that deficiency. The whole
thing is so complicated that our officers are
uanable to say what chemieal it is in the
limonite that does effect the eure. The dis-
ease can be cured, but neither our officers nor
those in the Eastern States can tell us how
it is done.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: What is limonite?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is an orve containing iron. Limonite is
a cure for the disease.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: Is it a local pro-
duct?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think it comes from Queensland. The hon.
member would have to write to the Animal
Nutrition Officer, Dr. Underwood, for all
the technical information on the subject.
Ag a result of a grant made by the Com-
monwealth Government, two officers have
been appointed to work in the tobaceco area.
The function of one of them is to under.
take demonstrations and earry ont advisory
work, and of the other it is to condnct ex-
periments in connection with problems of
interest to the settlers. For seed purposes
o quantity of disease-free seed of several
varieties has been distributed to tobaceco
growers in the State. The real diffieulty
is not to grow tobacco, but the particular
~ariety that manufacturers will buy and
smokers will smoke. In times past people
used to talk about their ton of tobaceo to
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the acre, but to-day it is a question of grow-
ing the right variety.

Progress reported.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH SUPERANNUA-
TION TFUND.

Returned from the
amendment,

Couneil without

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Legtslative Council,
Wednesday, 14th November, 1934
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINERS' PHTHISIS AOT,

Hon. C. &. ELLIOTT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What was the number of bene-
ficiaries in each class—men, wives, children
—under the Miners’ Phthisis Aet who re-
eeived compensation during each year from
the ineeption to June, 1934% 2, What was
the number of persons who died in each
vear? 3, What was the number of new
beneficiaries in each class in each year? 4,
What is the explanation of the increased
cost in each year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
1925-26—109 men, 62 wives, 94 children;
1926-27—191 men, 122 wives, 196 childrens
1927-26—233 men, 150 wives, 212 children;
1928-29—239 men, 171 wives, 246 children;
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1920-30—288 men, 230 wives, 299 children;
1930-31—352 men, 281 wives, 342 children;
1931-32—365 men, 303 wives, 351 children;
1932-33—346 men, 316 wives, 323 children;
1933-34—316 men, 317 wives, 280 children.
(Note.—Wives include widows.) 2, 1925-
26, 11; 1926-27, 26; 1927-28, 30; 1928-
29, 38; 1929-30, 47; 1930-31, 42; 1931-
32, 45; 1932.33, 42; 19334, 24, 3,
1925-26—109 men, 62 wives, 94 children;
1926-27—93 men, 60 wives, 103 children;
1927-28—68 men, 28 wives, 28 children;
1928-29—35 men, 25 wives, 42 children;
1929-30—83 men, 57 wives, 71 chhildren;
1930-31—106 men, 55 wives, 72 children;
1931-32—50 men, 27 wives, 39 children;
1932-33—24 men, 15 wives, 24 children;
1933-34—7 men, 3 wives, 5 children. 4, The
nutmber of additional men prohibited each
year on aecount of tubercnlosis.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX

ABSESSMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon. J.
Nicholson in the Chair; the Chief Secre-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 6—Assessment {partly econsid-
ered)
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Last night

Mr. Miles raised the point as to whether
Clause 6 conflicted with Section 6 Subsee-
tion 9 of the Dividend Duties Act. T plaged
the matter before the Crown Solicitor this
morning, and he has replied as follows:—

1. Apparently it has been suggested that
Clause 6 of the Bill is inconsistent with Sub-
section 9 of Section 6 of the Dividend Duties
Act.

2. Clause 10 (1) of the Bill, however, ex-
pressly provides that the exemption given from
dividend duty under Section 6 (9) of the
Dividend Duties Act shall not apply to gold
mining profits tax; and Clause 10 (2) of the
Bill expressly provldes that although a com-
pany is exempt from dividend duty under See-
tion 6 (9) of the Dividend Duties Act, such
company nevertheless shall, for the purposes
of gold mining tax assessment, furnish a re-
turn of its profits in accordance with Section
6 (1) of the Dividend Duties Aect.



